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A SeaſmaBle ANSWER to the 


Following Qu Es TIONs, 
rn *: 
I. What is a Miniſter. of the Gos PEI? 
II. From whom do the Miniſters of CHRIS I 

receive their Power 2 © | 


III. What are the Qualifications previouſly ne- 
ceſſary to a Goſpel-Miniſter 2 | 

IV. What is Ordination? 

V. Who are the Regular Ordainers ? 

VI. In what Capacity does a Biſhop Ordain? 

VII. Whether an Uninterrupted Succeſſion of 
Regular Ordainers be Neceſlary to the true 
Being of the Church and Miniſtry ? 


By a Catholigk. / __ 


— exquirite Matrem. Virg. Enid. 
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Thus ſaith the Lord, ſtand ye in the Ways and ſee, and ast for | 
the Old Paths where is the good way, and walk therein, and 


ye ſhall find re$ for your Souls : But they FIN? We mill not 
walk therein. Jer. vi. 16. | 
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1 Beſgn no Apology, for the enſuing Diſcourſe, not 
4 * becauſe when. 1 unextorted, it leaweth ſome 
Suſpicion of Guilt, but becauſe that part of the World 
which is capable of it does not need it, and 'that which 
dies is .o tranſported with Paſſion, Prejudice, and 
Pride, that they cannot make any good Uſe of it. Nor 
full T at all be concerned at the Cenſures of different Par- 
ties and Intereſts, whilſ# I am conſcious to my ſelf of 
having advanced nothing but what hath a tendency to 
wits Chriſtianity as Intelligible, conſiſtent with 
its ſelf, ſubſervient to Virtue and Happineſs, and 
Pacifick. As ſuch, therefore I hope, this Endeavour 
will meet with a favourable Reception amongſt all that 
have a true Chriſtian concern for the Honour and Intereſt 
of the Proteſtant Religion in general, and the Well- 

fare of the Church of England as by Law' Eftabliſh'd 
in particular. But I forget my ſelf, therefore without 
further Ceremony, I ſhall only trouble my Reader with a 
ſhort Account of the Occaſion of the following Treatiſe. 
A Paper concerning the ORIOINAL of Powter was ſent 
ſome time ſince for the Satisfaction of my ſelf, and a Friend 
of mine, in ſome Points concerning Ordination, by an 
Honoured Friend. Having Opportunity ſome time after 
more cloſely to reflect upon what was there advanc'd, and 
the ill tendency of thiſe Opinions againſt which that was 
levell d, theſe Conſiderations, with [ome incident Occurren- 
ces ſuggeſted to me the Seaſonableneſs of a larger Diſcourſe 
upon the Subject of Ordination. This I communicated 
to the above-mention'd Perſon, who concurr'd with me 
herein, eneburag d me in the proſecution of this Work, and 
bimſelf upon a Review of the foreſaid Paper, compleated 
it into that which is the Anſwer to the Second Queſtion, 
us ry) AS: ex- 


* 


The PREFAck. 


except ing only an Inſertien of a Quotation out of Dr. Sher. 
lock, and a Reflection thereon. F. 5. 6. The Anſwer to 
the Fourth Queſt ion was alſo chiefly compoſed by the ſame 
Hand, and the Goncluſion of the Sixth Queſtin, 
pag. 66, 67." And if beſides Advice and © Aſſiſtant in 
fome few critical places, the ſame Perſon had thought ft 
further to intereſt himſelf in this Work, the World might 
probably have had a more juſt Diſcourſe. © © 
However, ſuch-as it is, I entirely ſubmit it to the Jul 
ment of the Sober and Fudicious, which I ſhall no further 
foreſtall, than by aſſuring them of the Sincerity and He 
neſty of the Delign. F what is here attempted may be 
any way ſerviceable to the Cauſe of . e by reviving 
the True Catholick Spirit of Chriſtianity ; or the 
| Miſtakes that ſhould upon Examination be found (for I am 
not ſo vain as to think I have wholly eſcap'd them, to 
T am willing to hope there are none of ſuch conſequence as 
to affect the main Argument) might provoke ſome able 
Pens to do Fuſtice to thoſe Great Truths that are here aſ- 
ferted, I ſball think the Pains I have taken richly recom- 


penſed by ſuch an Effect, joyn'd with the inward Satisfa* } 


&ion f having no other Views but to promote Chriſtian 
Love and Charity between the Members of the ſame 


Body, and the Profeſſors of the ſame Faith and 
r TY 5 
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AG. 6. 1. 25. after be add that; p 7.1. 6. deleno; p. 8. 
P 1. 3. for his r. the; p. 11. 1. 8. dele Comma after taken; 
16. 1. 22. for or r. and; 1. 29. for matters, he r. matters. He; 
32. del. Comma after God ; p. 28. 1. 15. for the late r. the of late; 
p. 29. I. 15. for Church, thereby r. Church thereby, 3 p. 32+ 1-2 
after Theocracy ſet a Comma z p. 32. I. 4. for of r. 10 3 l. 5 
for them r. 2 3 p- 34. 1. 34. dele Comma after Charter; P. 37. 
1. 21. after waaGtsaſor dele Comma; 1. 22. after œπατ H 
add 1. e. p. 39. l. 25. for calPd r. call it; p. 41. in the Mar- 
ginal Quotation 1. 8. for Doctrine r. Opinion; p. 4 1. I. 18. after 
Form add or Ceremony; p. 45. 1. 28. dele Comma after appen- 
dent; p. 48. I. 24. for think ſo, 1 r. think, ſo I; p. 62. J. 2. for 
in the r. 12 p. 71. I. 13. for without r. with; p. 73. J. 4. for 4s 
r. Up; p. 34.1. 33. after themſelves add oblig ed. 
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% Qussr10n:L 
- Q. What is a Miniſter 77 the Goſpel e 
blo: K 
Th 


Miniſter of the Gosvsr is one that 
_ hath Authority and Obligation, 1. By 
, Preaching to convert Men to the 


Crwenant and Church, by Baptiſm. 3. To teach them 
to obſerve all -his. Commands, and guide them in 
Worſhip and Holy Living; and all this in a Mini- 
ſerial Subordination to Chriſt's Prophetical, Prieſt- 
ly, and Kingly Office. Et 

In order to a clear underſtanding the Nature of 
this Miniſterial Office in its true Extent, it will be 


1. about which it is employ'd ; and thele are either, 
„In, The World. Secondly, The Church Catho- 
A. lick. Thirdly, Particular Churches. 
as F. 2. Fir, The World. Matt. 28. 29. Go ye there« 
fire and teach all Nations, Baptixing them in the Name 
F the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gho#t, 
Mark 16. 15. And be ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the 
: B World, 


Chriſtian Faith. 2. To take them into God's Holy 


neceſſary to conſider it with reſpect to the Objects 


Church of Chriſt by Baptiſm, and ſo inveſt them 
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World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature. From WM that 
whence we learn, That the firſt Part of the Mi. 
niſterial Office is, To make known to the Infidel 
World their finful, dangerous, and miſerable State: 
to convince them of the Neceflity of a Sad 2 tq 
declare unto them, as from God, and in his'Nam 
with a [Thus faith the Lozd] the bleſſed Provi. 
ſion of Grace and Glory by Chris, in order to 
their Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith; to admit 
thoſe that are converted, after Prepatatory Inſtru- 
&ions in the Eſſentials of Chriftianity; into the 


in the Rights and Privileges of Chriſtians. 
S8. 3. Secondly, The Church Catholick. This is that 
Church to which the Miniſters of Chriſt are prima. 
rily related. | J 
Their Duty with reſpect to the World is, to 
prepare Men for, and enter them into this Church; 
their Duty as to particular Churches is, perſonally 
to Guide in Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline that 


Chriſtian Society peculiarly committed to their WM Pi 
rc ur becauſe by ſuch Order the Church Univer. >u! 
ſal is beſt edify'd ; and ſuch facred Societies are as Us 


neceſſary in the Church, as Subdiviſions. into part Ml 
cular Diſtricts, Corporations, &c. are in the State. nit 
Now. as, in Civil Societies, the Good of the  Whele is cot 
finally to be reſpected in the Adminiftrarion of the {W.6c 
ſeveral Parts of Government; ſo in Eccleſiaſtical, I i 
the Good of the Church Univerſal, is ultimately to be Wit | 
intended in the Execution of particular Charges; ¶ be 
inaſmuch as the Reaſons of theſe Diſtributions or WW * 
Affignments of particular Provinces, are in order of 
to the better Attainment'of the Gzeat End, which I ne 
is Salus Eccleſi e. 3 
The Duty then of Chriſt's Miniſters as related Fe. 
to the Church Catholic is, To live in a due Subordi- N vi 
nation to, and Brotherly Concord with one ano; in 
ther; and in whatſoever Station they are placed 
principally to endeavour the faithful Diſcharge of 0 
˖ 5 


ovueſt. I. Ordination ronſiler d. 3 


chat Office, but ultimately to regard the Edification | 
of the Church Univerſal, conſidering; that their | | 
del Relation to this is more ſtrict and indiſſoluble than 
to any particular Charge. Agreeable to this we 
to ind the Church of England, in the Form of Orde- 
ring Prieſt's, hath appointed for the Epiſtle the IVth 
vi. Wl of Epheſians. Unto every one of us as given Grace ac> 
to ding to the meaſure of the Gift of Chriſt. Wherefore 
nic be ſaith, When be aſcended up on high, he led captivity 
u- captive 3 and gave Gifts unto Men. And be gave ſome 
he ll 41o{les, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and 
m ll (oe Paſtors and Teachers for the perfecting of the Saints, 
fir the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
lat Body. of Chriſt. Yer ata. 1 
Jas And in the Form of Conſecrating Biſhops, the Prayer 
immediately preceding the Conſecration is agree- 
to MW able hereto: L-proceed to conſider the Miniſters 
h; Hof Chriſt as related to. n corned 
ly F. 4. Thirdly, Particular Congregated Churches, Here 
at ve are to conſider the Office of the Miniſtry as a 
ir WM Paſtoral Work, to be performed in a Miniſterial 
r. Subordination to the ſeveral parts of Chriſt's Office, 
2 uz. Prophetical, Prieſtly, and Kingl yy. 
ti: Under the Prophetical Office of Chrift, his Mi- 
te. niſters are to publiſh: and declare to the People 
is committed to their Charge, the whole Will of 
he Cod, as ſet down in that Holy Doctrine which 
al, they have receiv'd from the Apoſtles, who ſealed 
be it by Miracles, and deliver'd it to the Church to 
5; be a compleat and Univerſal Rule of Faith, and Man. 
or en. To perſwade, and exhort Men in the Name 
er of Chri# to their Duty, by opening the great Be» 
ch nefus of the Performance, and the as great Dan- 
ger of the Neglect; and all this with that pious 
ed Fervency, and affectionate Zeal, as becomes thoſe 
- who are one Day to give an Account of this Great 
0- ind Solemn Charge. FR 5 . 
Under Chriſt's Priefiz Office, his Miniſters are 
of Wl to {and beraveen God ” his People, to enquire of on 
„5 „ OF 
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for them, to offer up the Sacrifices of Praiſe ani ſp 
Thankſgiving in their Name, and on their Be.“ th 
half; and laſtly to celebrate the Commemoration Ml © fa 
and Repreſentation of Chriſt's r Sacrifice on the A 
Croſs, wherein they, as the Publick Miniſters to t 
Chriſt, offer up the Peoples Requeſts to God in“ g 
the Name of Chriſt, and his meritorious Death ang Ml © at 
Paſſion, and by Virtue of theſe, as Subinterceſam “ tl 
wich God, do mediate' for his People. os 


Under Chriſt's Kingly Office, his Miniſters ate t 
to proclaim his Laws, and command ObediencetoMl © ti 
them in his Name; to govern, and overſee Chris g.“ 
Flock, to reprove, to admoniſh, and that with“ t 
ſharpneſs too, when there is occaſion : As the R, $ 
bearers of his Church, to try, and judge of Mens fer 
Title to it's Communion, to cenſure and rejet bee 
the obſtinately impenitent, to approve the Pro- in 
feſſions and Confeſſions of Penitents, and in the fior 
Mame of Chatff *miniſterially to declare and pro- (w 
nounce to them the Abſolution of their Sins, and ea 
deliver their Pardon according to the Terms of Ml fon 
the Goſpel. his 

§. 5. Agreeable to this Deſcription of the Mi-WI Of 
nifterial Office, is the Excellent Form of Ordi-M tho 
nation in the Church of England, where we find Ml up 


the Biſhop admoniſhing thoſe that are are to be 
admitted into Prieſtly Orders, in the following man- ſet 
ner. And now again we exhort you in the th: 
** Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you have Wl mi 
in remembrance into how high a Dignity, and I bu 
* to how weighty an Office and Charge ye ate C 
called. That is to ſay, to be Meſſengers, Watch- ©: 
men, and Stewards of the Lord, to teach and G 

to premoniſh, to feed and provide for the Lords I ei 
Family, to ſeek for Chriſt's Sheep that are di- v 


= 


— I OA III —— h 
F See a Diſcourſe of the Sacrifice of the Maſs, pag. 53. pritr 
_—— 3,  _ _. | 
Se Dr. Cradocbs Harmony of the Four Evangeliſts. Chap. 6. 
er e ws RI 57 BE 


1 f perſed 


Oueſt. I. Ordination con ſider d. 5 


© ſperſed abroad, and for his Children who are in 
© the midſt of this naughty World, that they be 


“ {ayed thro' Chriſt for ever. 
And afterwards the Biſhop, makes. this Demand 
to the Candidates for the Miniſtry. © Will you 
give faithful Diligence to miniſter the Doctrine, 
© and Sacraments ard Otlcipline of Chriſt, as 
© the Lord hath commanded, and as this Church 
© and Realm hath receiv'd the ſame, according to 
© the Commandments of God; ſo that you may 
© teach the People committed to your Care and 
© Charge, with all Diligence to keep and obſerve 
" he Ine £; ; | | | 
§. 6. I ſhall conclude this Head with this Ob- 
ſervation, very evidently deducible from what hath 
been ſaid, viz. That a Miniſter of Chriſt who is 
in general Authoziled and Dbliged by his Commiſ- 
fon, to perform all the above-mention'd Works 
(when he hath a particular Providential Call to 
each) may yet in particular never be obliged to 
ſome of theſe Works, but may be called to ſpend 
his Life in a particular Part of the Miniſterial 
Office, and yet be a compleat Miniſter, and have Au- 
thority and Obligation to all the Parts of his Office, 
upon ſuppoſition of a particular Call to each. 
Thus St. Paul tells us, 1 Cor. 1: 17. he was not 
ſent to Baptize, but to Preach the Goſpel; Not 
that the Work of Baptizing was not in his Com- 
miſſion (Matt. 28. 19.) and a part of this Office; 
but quoad exercitium, he had ſeldom a particular 
Call to this Work, being chiefly employ'd accor- 
ding to the meaſure of his Gifts, in preaching the 
Goſpel, and ſettling and confirming Churches. I 
enlarge not here in the Application, becauſe this 
will fall more properly under the VIth Queſtion. 
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Qu ,' u. | 1 beg] » WM Jt 
Q TWhence do the Alete F os HR1ST reciing ; 15 
8 their Power and Authority? ? , 10 


8 1. Nod is the Aalen or bunt n of ll 4 


J Power, or A LEzoia] whether Ps 
Civil or Ecclefiaftical. There 15 no Power but of 
GOD, however the Perſon or Perſons inveſted 
therewith be introduc'd. So that we are here care. 


Commiſſion, which is always from GOD, and 
the Deſignation or Notninatfon of the Perſon 


that receives this Commiffion from GOD ; this 55 
may be either by God, or by Man, and chat mag 's 
various manner. | | > p 
F. 2. I fhalt explain m my. ſelf in Te Words o h 
the Biſhop of * Exeter, He & the Miniſter of Ci; 
< which Words do import Two Things. 1 
1. Thar it is of God, or by Divine Appoin:. It 
” mink that fome do bear Rule over others. b 
I do not affirm, either that the Form of 
er Government in every Place is, or ought to be, In 
of Divine Preſcription ; or that the Perſon exer: T 
& cifing the ſame is always of Divine Deſignation, fc -. 
any otherwife than as all Changes and Revclu- . F 
c tions of Government are brought about by the * 
oo Working or Permiſſion of Divine Providence; 


* But whatever the Form of Government . 
be, (whether by Divine Appointment, or Con- 
* ſtitution) is receiv'd and eftabliſh't in any « | 

« Admin ; and whether the Perſon who has the Wi | 
Adminiſtration of the ſame, be (in any other Ne. 
* 'Senfe than only Providentially) of Divine De · . a 
25 — thing or not: What I ſay and affim, 5c, 


* Sermon of the Divine Inſtitution of Magiliracy, Oc. Oh 
Rows. 12. P 1. 


«© tha 


«& that the Government it ſelf, which he exerciſes 
« and adminiſters, is of Divine Inſtitution ; that is, 
„It is the WILI. OF GO that ſome ſhould 
« hear Rule, and others be in Subjection. 
2. When the Magiſtrate is called hete the Mi- 
iter of God; the Meaning, I ſuppoſe, is no 
more than this, viz. Not only that the Office 
6 jt ſelf is by Divine Appointment or Inftitution ; 
4 but alſo, That the Authority by which the Ma- 
a giſtrate acts, and the Power which he exerciſes 
gin the Execution of his Office, is a Ray or 
portion of the Divine Authority derived to him 
from, and communicated to him by GD. 
— The Authority therefore by which he 
6: acts, and the Power which he receives in the 
Government of his Subjects, are not properly 
© his own, are not natural or eſſential to his 
5 Perſon, are not Inherently in himſelf, but muſt 
* bederived to him from that © Superiour Being, 
* who hath Authority over him and his Subjects, 
who can Commiſſion him to bear Rule over 
them, and can lay it as a Duty upon them, to 


* 


be ſubject unto him. a | 
* I do not indeed deny, but that according to 
"the Conftitution of ſome Countries, the Magiſtrate, 
deren che Higheſt Magiſtrate of all, may be choſen 
u.. to his Office by the People. *Tisplainly' fo in all 
+ . Elective Kingdoms, where the Supream Human 
Power is placed in One nominated, that had no 
more Right to it, than any other Man, and who 
n. MI, (according to the Conſtitution of the Country) 
. could not lawfully have been pur into the Pot- 
e, ſeſfon of it any other way: But nevertheleſs, 
ger . 1 ſay, that even in this Caſe, tho the People 
may name the Perſon, they don't Give him 


SY 


T * Authoztty. They chooſe the Officer, but when 


; e * 685 . | 
— that is done, he is God's Officer, not theirs. He 


, 0 c is the Miniſter of God, not the Servant of the Peo- 
ple. He hath his Commiſſion and Arb ele 
rom 
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«© from GOD, though he had his Momination 
«© from them. 8 1 
8. 3. What this Biſhop ſays of the Original of 
Civil Power, is applicable to all Powers in Subor- 
dination to the Civil Power, viz. The Paternal, 
the Marital, and Eccleſiaſtical Powers. A Fatler, 
2 Hushand, and a Chriſtian Miniſter receive their pe. 
culiar Powers not from the Civil Magiſtrate, but 
from One who is Superiour both to him and them; 
who himſelf hath preſcrib'd the Powers and Duties 
of a Father, a Husband, and a Chriſtian Miniſter, 
which the Civil Magiſtrate as ſuch, hath no Power 
from God to exerciſe or abrogate. But as he is the 
Supream Power, and Head of the Common-wealth 
under God, in all Cauſes and over all Perſons, God 
hath Authoriz'd, Directed, and Commanded him 
to Rule all Orders and Degrees of Men whatſo- 
ever, even in the exerciſe of thoſe Functions, foe 
which they have an Immediate and Diſtindt Com- 
miſſion from GOD, the common Head and Fout- 
tain of all Power. 4 5 

F. 4. His Lordſhip (p. 10.) applies what he had 
ſaid of the Civil Magiſtrate particularly to Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Officers. | 


** The Magiſtrate hath his Authority from 
* GOD, He. is the Miniſter of God; and ſo have 
© likewiſe the Diſpenſers of his Holy Word, and 
* Sacraments ; They, as to the Spiritual Power 
ce they are intruſted with, are not the Servants of 
& the State, but the Miniſters of Feſus Chri#. 

And in the foregoing Page, They [the Mini- 
E ſters of the Goſpel} have their Authority 35 
* Immediately from GOD, as the Civil Magi. 
&* ſtrate hath his. For it was not to the Civil 
© Magiſtrate, but to them that our Saviour ſaid, G 
ze into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to ever) 
Creature, Mark 16. 15. "Twas to them (chat 15, 
© only to his Apoſtles, and their Succeſſoꝛs in the 
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Queſt. II. Ordination con ſider d. 9 
« chat he ſaid, Go, and Diſciple all Nations, bapti- 
ging them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
© and of the Holy GhoF#t ; teaching them to obſerve all 
« things, whatſoever I have commanded you ; and lo 
« am with you alway even to the End of the 
« (CouD. Matt. 18. 22, 30. "Twas to them that 
© he gave in Command to do after his Deceaſe, 
© 2nd to continue to do until his Second Coming, 
© what he himſelf had juſt done before, When he 
© took Bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it 
® to bis Diſciples, ſaying, Take, eat, this is my Body; 
2nd when he took the Cup, and gave Thanks, and 
„gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it; for this 
6 mp Blood of the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for 
* many for the Remiſſion of Sins, Matt. 22. 26, 27, 
* 28. And laſtly, it was to them that he ſaid, As 
* my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you : Whoſe 
* ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and 
* wheſe ſoe ver Sins ye retain they are retained, Joh. 20. 
„ | 

F. 5. I think it will not be improper to mention 
here what Dr. T Sherlock hath ſpoken ſo excellently 
concerning this Authoritative Commiſſion by 
which the Miniſters of Chriſt do act in the execu- 
tion of their Office. pag. 385. *©* Our Saviour in 
my Text acquaints us what this Power or Au- 
" thority LV... of Goſpel-Miniſters, whether Bi- 
" ſhops or others, pag. 380.] is; He makes them 
* Rulers over his Houſhold, to give them Meat in due 
Seaſon. This is the Authority Chriſt hath given 
to his Miniſters, to inſtruct, to exhort, to ad- 
„vile, to admoniſh, to reprove, and that with 
„ ſharpneſs roo, when there is occaſion for it, ac- 
, cording to the Power which the Lord hath given to edj- 
Feat ion and not to deſtruttion ; as St. Fault ſpeaks, 
2 Cor. 13. 10. 


— 


+ Sermon at the Funeral of Dr. Benj Calamy, on Matt. 24. 
5 46. Printed at the end of Dr. Calamy's Sermons in 1704. 
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10 The CASE of © Queſt 
But what Authority is this? May not every 
© Chriſtian do the ſame ? Is it not the Duty of 
«us all, as we are able, to inſtruct, exhort, re. 
prove one another? Yes, it is; and I would t) 
God it were more 3 practiſed: But yet 
every private Chriſtian cannot do this with the 
Authority of a Biſhop, or Goſpel- Miniſter. The 
Inſtructions and Exhortations of private Chri, 
© Ttians,:are Acts of Friendſhip and Charity ; = 
In Goſpel-Miniſters it is an Act of Authority, 
** like the Cenſures of a Father, a Magiltrate, 


cc 
EC 
EC 
cc 
cc 


* or Judge. | = C. 

* We dot pretend indeed, as St. Paul ſpeaks, 

** 2 Cor. 1.24. To have Dominion over your Faith; to Sr: 

© exerciſe a kind of Sovereign Authority, to ob- tte 
lige you to believe any Thing, meerly becauſe vas 

Ve ſay it; but yet our Authority is ſuch, that, I 14; 

* it in the Exerciſe of our Office we explain the ger 

« Articles of Faith, and Rules of Life to you, it od 

2 lays an indiſpenſible Obligation upon you, care-ff fx 


fully ro Examin what we ſay, and not to reel « 
it, without plain and manifeft Evidence, that « 
what we teach you is not agreeable to the Will 1 
of God reveal'd in the Scriptures. For when 
© we come in the Mame and Authozity of Chrit, N Au 
that Man who rejects our Meſſage, without be-W the 
ing ſure that we exceed our Commiſſion, rex», 
the Authority by which we act; and he tha, 
* defpiſerh, deſpileth not Man but God. 

S. 6. I ſuppoſe none, who have a hearty Con- 
cern for the Intereſt of Religion, will think ti 
Digreflion impertinent in an Age, when the Vi; 
lifying and Ridiculing the Sacred Office of the 
Miniſtry under the odious Appellation of Prieſt: 1 
craft, or an Holy Artifice to delude and impoſe FW 
upon the World, is practis'd by ſome, as the molt 
compendious * Way to deſtroy Religion, and fe. 


Ce 
cc 
cc 


* The Principles of Deiſm, pag. 54, 55. Printed in 1708. 
| comme 


Queſt, II. Ordination conſider d. 11 


commended by others, as the moſt agreeable piece 
of Railery, and the moſt pregnant Indication of a 
opritely Genius. To theſe ungodly Mockers in 
general, and more particularly to thoſe bad irty 
bentlemen, who have improv'd the ignorant Zeal 
of ſome deluded Religioniſts, or the indiſcreet and 
mwarrantable Methods that others even amongſt 
the Clergy, have taken, to magnifie their Office, 
to the open Contempt of the Holy Miniſtry in 
general; to theſe I ſhall ſay nothing atpreſent, but 
recommend to them the ſerious Conſideration of 
what I have here cited out of this famous Divine. 

9. 7. To return tothe Biſhop's Sermon, F. 7. From 
what his Lordſhip here ſays, I obſerve, That our 
Qviour's Authoritative Commiſſion, upon which 
the Chriſtian Church, and Miniſtry is Founded, 
was given to the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors in the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel : And therefore all true Mini- 
ſters of this Age receive their Authority as Directly 
and Immediately from Chziſt, as the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves did. For as his Lordſhip Argues, 

They have their Authority as Immediately 
" from GOD, as the Civil Magiſtrate hath his. 

Hence I infer, as our preſent Queen, and the 
Magiſtracy throughout the World, have their 
Authority as immediately from God, as any of 
their Predeceflors had theirs, the Authority being 
founded on this General Rule; 5 

It is THE WILL OF GOD, that Same 

ſhould bear Rule, and Others be in Sub⸗ 
jection. | 

So in the Church, all true Miniſters of this Age 
have their Authority as Immediately from GOD, 
s any of their Predeceſſors had theirs, by Virtue 
of their Charter founded on this General Rule; 

It is the WILL OF GOD, that there ſhould 

be fit Perſons ſeparated to the Oftice of the 
Sacred Miniſtry from Age to Age to the 
End of the Mond. 

2 & 8. And 


12 Ppbe CASE of Queſt. II. 

$8. And as in the State, the Deſignation and Coy. 
nation of the Prince does not Convey Civil Power 
or Authority, but only Determine the Perſon, and 
ſolemnly Inveſt him in the Power which he re. 
ceives immediately from GOD; (I ſay Immediate. 
ly, not without the Mediation of an Inſtrument jg. 
nifying his Will; for the Law of Nature andScriptur 
are his Inſtruments, and the Charter of Authority; 
Nor yet ſo Immediately, as to exclude all human 
Mediation; for the * Conſent and Nomination of the 
Community may be the Conditio fine qua non. But it 
is ſo Immediately from GOD, as there is no imme 
diate Recipient to receive the Power firſt from 


GOD, and Convey it to the Sovereign.) So in D 
the Church the Deſignation and Ordination of the Per-MMI on 
{on does not Convey any Spiritual Power or Au- © 
thority, but only Determine the Perſon, and ſolemn. WM ** 
ly Inveſ# him in the Power he receives immedi 
ately from Chrif. of 
Again: As in the State, the Archbiſhop in the Ml b 
Coronation of the Prince, cannot alter the conſti- the 
tuted Power of the Prince by any corrupt Addition * 
or Omiſſion; fo neither in the Church can the Or- M 
dainer, by any corrupt Addition or Reſtriction, WM . 
alter the Office into which the Perſon is ordained, MI N 
in any of the Parts which Chriſt hath made efſential 8 


to it. It is of Divine Inſtitution that the Husband 
ſhould be Ruler over the Wife; ſhe that chooſes lp 
him, and he that marries them cannot alter it, or © 
give him what meaſure of Power they pleaſe ; they Ml © 
can only Chooſe the Perſon, that receives the Po. tt 
er Immediately from GOD, and Miniſterially In , 
veſt him in it. When the Miniſter ſays, I pre 

nounce you Husband and Wife, he thereby pro- b 
nounces or declares the Man to have that Powe 
which GOD hath affixed to that Relation. And f 


n 


See the Biſhop of Exeter, ſup, §. 4. 
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Queſt. II. Ordination conſider d. 13 
„ fould he any way alter, or limit this Inſtitution 
of God, it were Null and Invalid. | 
And Parallel is the Caſe of the Ordainer, unleſs 
re. it can be ſuppoſed that it is in the Power of the 
WM 0cdainers to deſtroy the Office of Chriſt's Inſtitu- 
ig. tion, and by their pretended Authority to ſet up a 
human one in its ſtead. VVV 
„; K.. I might here continue the Parallel between 
an Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Power in the ſeveral Caſes 
he that have been Matter of Controverſy and Diviſion 
t both in Church and State, and ſhew how the Re- 
1e- RY folucion of Difficulties in the One, would clear up 
nM thoſe in the Other; but this would be too great a 
in Diverſion from my main Deſign; therefore ſhall _ 
+. only deſire my Reader, when any Difficulties oc- 
u. cur to him in Either, to put the Caſe in the Other, 
m.  mutatis mutandu. 1 

Dt: And if the Learned would draw up their Schemes 
of Civil and Ecclefiaſtical Polity together, as ſome 
ho WM have done, it might prevent in a great meaſure 
0; the ſpreading of ſeveral extravagant Opinions that 
on are to be met with in the World concerning theſe 
):- WM Matters. - | 
nM . 11. What hath been here advanc'd concer- 
ed, ning the Original of Power, is the moſt common 
a Opinion of Learned Men. And becauſe the Eſta- 
nd bliſhment of this Doctrine, particularly with re- 
ſes MW {pe to the Church, has fo great an Influence up- 
or eon the Deciſion of the preſent Controverſy, I ſhall 
ey out of many that might be cited, produce two or 
u: three Authorities very conſiderable to my Purpoſe. 
%. Not that they have all of them aſſerted the General 
ro-M Doctrine here maintain'd, but when they have 
ro· been pinch'd with ſome Difficulties, have acknow- 
ver ledged, That a Perſon may have his Nmination and 
nd Degnation to an Office from Man, and yet receive 
his Authority from GOD, the Conſequences of 
which, if regularly purſu'd, one would think 
ſhould naturally lead them to the General 2 
That 
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14 Thee CAsE of 2 Queft: Il. 


That All Power is from God: Eſpecially were it 
well conſider'd, that upon this Baſis are founded 
the two Great Maxims, That Salus Popult and 
Salus Eccleſiæ are the Supream Laws in Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical Polity. 

8. 12. The Learned Grotius, in his Chapter of 
be Election of Paſtors, tells us, 1 There are 
Four Things here that have not been ſo accu. 
* rately diſtinguiſh'd as they ought to be. The 

* Firſt is the Power of Preaching the Word, 
* Adminiftring the Sacraments, and the Keys, 


© which we call Mandatum, i e. the Authoritative 


% Commiſſion. The Second is the Application of 
* this Power to a particular Perſon, which we 
5 ſhall expreſs by the received Name Ordination, 
The Third is the Determining this Perſon to 2 
ce particular Charge, which is called Election. The 


** Laſt is that whereby a Perſon exerciſes the Mi. 
* niſterial Office in a particular Place, under the 


* Publick Protection and Encouragement, which, 
if you pleaſe, we will call Confirmation. The 
© Firſt muſt be diſtinguiſh'd from the Second. A 
% Simile will illuſtrate the matter. The Marital 
Power is from GOD: The Application of this 


r 


+ Quatuor ſunt que a multis non ſatis accurate diſtinguan. 
tur. Primum ef}, ipſa facultas Predicandi, Sacramenta, © 
Claves, Adminiſtrandi, quod Mandatum vocabimus.  Alterum ei, 
Applicatio bujus facultatis ad certam perſonam, quam recepto vbca- 

| bulo Ordinationem appe llabimus. Tertium eſi, Applicatio bujuk 
Perſonæ ad certum catum & locum, que vocatur Electio. Quartum 
eft zllud, quo certa Perſona in certo loc Mini terium ſuum exercet 
| 3 præſidio, & publica auctoritaiſ © hoc dicamus, ſi placet, 
onfirmationem. Primum diflinguendum eſi a ſecundo. Simili 
res illuſtrabitur. Poteſtas Maritaly ef a 1 0 ; Applicatio hujuk 
Pote ſtatis ad certam perſonam ex Conſenſu venit, quo tamen ipſum 
Jus * datur. Nam ſi ex conſenſu daretur, poſſet conſenſu etiam 
diſſolbi matrimonium, quod minim verum et. Imperatoria po- 
ze fas non eft penes Electores, ergo nec ab igſis datur, ſed ab ſs 
certæ perſonæ applicatur. CHRIST U ergo procul dubiò es, 4 
quo Jus illud Prædicandi, Fucramenta exhibendi, © Clauibus uten: 
di oritur, & vim ſuam Afipit, Grot ius de Imperio Summ. Po- 
teſt, cap. 10, 8. 2. 5 


Power 
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. * 


power to à particular Perſon is by mutual Con- 
4 ſent, which yet does not Give or Convey this 
« Right or Power. For if Conſent gavethe Power, 
the ſame might alſo diſſolve the Marriage, or it 


c might be ſo articled, that the Husband ſhould 
c got Rule the Wife, which is by no means true. 


C Again, The Imperial Power is not inherently in 
© the Electors; therefore they do not give this 
© Power, but yet they apply this Power to a par- 
te ticular Perſon CHRIS T therefore undoubt- 
Gedly is that Head, from whence the Right or 
Authority to Preach the Word, to Adminiſter the 
© Sacraments, and to Uſe the Keys, is derived. 

The like Bellarmine aſſerts in the Pope's Caſe. 


e But you will ſay——*Tis certain that the Pope 


„is Elected and Created by Men, from them 
{ therefore he receives his Power, or Authority 
*I deny the Conſequence. For we are to ob- 
* ſerve in the Pope Three things. The Pontificial 
Office it ſelf, which may he conceived as the 
© Form ; the Perſon, who is the Subject of this 
* Form ; and the Conjunction of one with the 


” other. The fir of theſe, diz. The Pontificate 


* it ſelf is from Chriſt alone; the Perſon conſide- 
* red ſimply as a Man, is from his natural Parents: 
But as Choſen, and Deſigned to the Pontificate 


nn 


+ Sed dices conſtat Romanum Pontificem ab hominibus eligi, & 
crearz, ab illis igitur accipit Poteſtatem———Conſequentia nihil va- 
et—0bfervandum eſt enim in Pontifice eſſe triaz Pontificatum ip- 
ſum, qui eſt quaſi forma quædam; perſonam, qua eſt Sub jeſtum 
Pontificatis 2 Et conjunctionem unius cum altero. Ex quibus pri- 
ma, h. e. ipſe Pontificatus a ſolo Chriſto ef, Perſona auiem eſi qui- 
dem à ſuis naturalibus cauſis abſolute, tamen ut ef Perſona Electa, 
& Deſignata ad Pontificatum, ef ab Electoribus; illorum eſt enim 
defignare Perſonam. Ipſa vero conjundtio eſt a Chriſto, Mediante 
altu bumano Eleckorum: Dum enim eligunt, © defignant perſonam, 
concurrunt ad conjunitionem Pontificatus cum illa Perſona, Itaqʒ 
Elettores vere dicuntur Creare Ponti ficem, & eſſe Cauſa ut talis ſit 
Pontifex, & ut habeat eam Poteſtatem, non tamen dant ei ipſam 
Poteftatem, neque ſunt Cauſa e jus Poteſtatis. Bellarm, Contro- 
ver. Tom. 1. Lib. 2. cap. 17. pag. 170, 171. 
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16 Phe Cass of Queſt, II. Maue 
& js from the Electors, whoſe Office it is to * 
the Perſon. But the Conjunction is from Chan — 
© by the Mediating Act of the Electors, who 
< when they Chooſe and Deſign the Perſon, are 
_ © Inſtrumental in the Conjuction of the Pontif. 
ci cate with that Perſon. Therefore the EleQor; 
may be ſaid to make the Pope, and to be the 
* Cauſe [ me qua non, or the Occaſion] of ſuch 
© a one's being Pope, and of his having that 
% Power, but yet they don't Give him this Power: 
© nor are they the [efficient] Cauſe of this Power 8 
This he there more fully illuſtrates and confirms, per! 
It ſeems Bellarmine had well confidered this Mat. Hir 
ter, by his often inſiſting upon it..“ J have ſaid Wer: 
05 over and over again, that the Cardinals in their er 
Election do not Confer the Power [on the Pope] hin 
but only Deſign the Perſon to whom God gives fro 
** the Power. : _— = 
Mr. Hoadly in his Defence of Epiſcopal Ordina. bet 
tion, pag. 162, {peaking of the Cate of the Alex- Ml per 
andrian Presbyters making their own Biſhop hath the 
theſe remarkable Words. St. Jerom does not ſay ſuf 


e that theſe Presbyters conferrd Power or Au- WN: 


ce thority upon their Biſhop ; nor does it follow {MW in 
© from what he ſays, any more than it follows | 
ce froma Prince's Nominating a Perſon to a Bi- Wit 
© ſhoprick, that ſuch Nomination is the ſole Au- Wl g4 
e thority by which he acts in Eccleſiaſtical Mat- ni 
* ters, he may, notwithſtanding this, derive his Ml th 
© Authority from the Will of GOD, though the Wl © 
© Inſtant of Election be the time from whence 
e the Will of GOD, concerning his Authority, 
« muſt be ſuppos'd to take place. 

F. 15. In this Caſe the Prince by his Nominatt 
on of a Perſon to a Biſhoprick doth both (1.) De- 
ſign the Perſon that receives all his Spiritual Power 


= Jede jam ditum eſt Electionem Cardinalium non conferr? 
Poteftatem, ſed deſig nare tantummodo Perſonam cui Deus I oteſta- 
tem tribuit, Relp. ad 7, Theolog. Venet pag. 232, 246 
| a | | 8 from 
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ram CMR IST. (z.) Doth likewiſe properly 


| Mconvey or confer a Right to all the Poſſeſſions, 
* horiſdictions, and other Privileges which the Prin- 


e's Will, or Law hach anner d to the Epiſcopal 


- Abignity. And the Biſhop (.) In reſpect to his 
spiritual Power is the Miniſter of Chrift ; but, 
e .) With reſpect to the Temporal Juriſdictions, c. 
þ annexed by the Prince, he is as properly the 


it WPcince's Miniſter, as a Judge, a Juſtice of the 
„peace, or any other Miniſter of State is. + 
.o that in this Caſe the Prince does indeed pro- 
s. ferly Convey Right, and Authority, but the Or- 
t. diner does neither in this, nor in any other Caſe 
d Wore any Power at all, but only Deſigns the 
ic Wl Perſon to be Ordained, and Miniſterially Inveſt 
hi in the Right or Power that he receives either 
from CuRISTH or the Civil Magiſtrate. . 
6. Here then we may obſerve a great difference 
. between Authority LE, i, and Fus Right or Pro- 
c- perty with reſpect to Meum and Tuum ; for tho 
h they are both Originally from God, he having 
y WW ſuffciently diſcovered his Will herein, both in 
Nature and Revelation which to us is his Law; yet 
Vin a different manner, and to different ends. 
Vs Tis the WILL OF GOD that a Perſon inve- 
i- WJ id with Authority ſhould have Power and Obli- 
u- 24tion, to exerciſe the ſame as his Officer, or Mi- 
t. niſter for the Ends appointed by himſelf ; but not 
s that he ſhould have it ſo reſiding in him as his 
1 MW Own to Give or bequeath it to another. 
de Tis the WILL OF GOD that a Perſon juſtly 
5 bpoſſeſt of an Eſtate, have a Right to it reding 
in him, as his Steward to uſe, and to convey the 
i. hole, or what part of it he pleaſes living, and 
4 bequeath it dying to whom he ſhall 5 5 : 
cr Which is very different from the Caſe of Autho- 
rn my. A Father, a Husband, a Biſhop, &c. can- 
4. dot thus Convey their Authozity, that is the 
Power and Obligation to che Duties of thoſe Re- 
n lions. D 5. 17. From 


18 The CASE of Qiuebſt. ff 
8.17. From what hath been cited, it is evident t; 
Men of very different Sentiments in other thin ; 
Jet agree, That the Deſignation of a Perſon s 
Office, does not imply (properly ſpeaking) « 
Ferring or giving the Power. And yet the Deſirn 
Lion of the Perſon is more conſiderable than i. 
ſolemn Inveſting him in the Office; as the Dei 
mination of the Perſon that is to be Emperor, King 
Pope, Biſhop, Cc. does more towards making 
Perſon ſuch, than Coronation, Conſecration, or In 
" ſition of Hands; inſomuch that they that Determin: 
the Perſon are ſaid Creare Imperatorem, Regem, b. 
pam, Cc. even by thoſe that deny they thereby an 
fer any Power. If therefore the former do ng 
- Give the Power; much leſs the latter. 
I have the longer inſiſted on this Head, becauſe 
the not obſerving the Diſtinctions between Ng 
or Property, and Power or Authority ; and betwee 
- Conveying, Conferring, or Giving Power, and 1 
_ weſting a Perſon in the poſſeſſion of that Power 
hath given Riſe to many Errors that have bee 
very prejudicial both to Church and State; int 
which many have been inſenſibly led by the con 
mon uſe of ſuch ambiguous Expreſſions as theſe 
Giving, or Conveying Holy Orders, Making ! 
Miniſter, and Making a Mayor, or any othe! 
Civil Magiſtrate, which Men Orthodox in thi 
Point have uſed in compliance with - the vulgar 
and received Modes of ſpeaking, when they mea 
no more than Placing a Perſon in that Office whic 
the One receives from CHRIST the Head, and 
King of the Church, and the Other from tha 
Prince, the Sovereign and Head of the Common 
wealth, by their Charter. | 
$. 18. From the Premiſes I draw theſe Three 
Concluſions, in Anſwer to the Queſtion. 
ConcLilvus1on I. In Ordination the Ordaine 
does not properly Give any Power, all the Spill 


tual Power that is conferred on the Ordained be 
| 1 


- 


I ueſt. II. Ordination conſider d. 10 


tha ing immediately from Cu = 157. So that Men 
can do no more than Determine the Perſon that 
o fall from Chriſt receive the Power, and ſo- 
lemnly put him in poſſeſſion of it. 
Co xvcIL Vs. II. The Rule Nemo dat quod non habet, 
the 0 body can give that which be hath not, is true and 
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which is bad indeed, I fear would be at a loſs 


nM pertinently applicable in Matters of Right or 9 
ing Property to Poſſeſſions, which unleſs a. Man | 
ne Ml himſelf have, he cannot give to others: But can by 
mW by no means be applicable to Power or Autho- 9 
ning rity, which is from Go p alone, and not from 1 
Men, as firſt having it themſelves, and fo con- 1 
en veying it to others. Otherwiſe the World, as it = 
nol would not have been troubled with a Pope; ſo, 1 
ue where to find their Laful Civil Governours. bi 
Cox cr vs. III. The Rule Nemo habet poteſtatem 
een quæ nom datur, i.e. No body bath the Power that 1 
| 11 not given him, is very improperly applied in the 
ver Caſe of Ordination by thoſe that fay, The Mi- 
ee niſter can have no Power which the Ordainers 
no intended not to Give him. 


Dr. * Chaloner does not advance any peculiar No- 


ele non of his own, but ſpeaks the received Opinion 
of Proteſtants when he ſaith. © Howbeit the 
thet 


* Prieft at the Baptizing, or the Biſhop at the 
* Ordination had another Meaning, yet the 
Words wherein they Baptized and Ordained be- 
ing the Words of Chriſt, are to be taken in 
* Chriſt's Meaning; inaſmuch as he, which re- 
* ceiveth from another, is to receive it according 
* to the Intention of the Principal Giver, and 
“not the Inſtrumental Giver. He which confers 
* Baptiſm, and Orders as the Principal Donor, is 
, CHRIST, the Biſhop, or Paſtor confers them 
* only as his Inſtruments. 


5 Ss Wn 4 * 9 * 1 P 


1 Creda Eccleſ. Catholicam. pag. 95 


Daz © Indeed 
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20 The CAsB A Queſt. III 
Indeed to affert the contrary, would be to ſap. 4 
poſe it in the Power of a Prieſt, or Biſhop to alter, 
or deſtroy. Chriftianity it felf, as well as the Gof. Wl ity: 
pel-Miniſtry, and to fet up a Religion of their Ml cap! 
own. inſtead of One of Chriſt's Inſtitution; and 
it is an Aggravation of this Crime to pretend to 
an Authority from Chriſt ſo to do. A Tre. 


ſon that too many of the Romiſh Clergy are Ml B 
guilty of; and were it not that ſome later Wri- Wl gre: 
ters who call themſelves Proteftants ſeem to ap- Vi 
proach too near them herein, the Anſwer to this I niſt 
Queſtion had been ſnorter. TH cat 
111111 8 to b 
1 1 per 
Quvtsrrion III. 4 

Q. What are the Qualifications previouſly neceſſary too Ml ih 
* Go pel-Miniſter . N | to 
7 | HA there are Qualifications neceſſary to Ml th 


the Miniſters. of the Goſpel, none who ſeri- Ml fir 
oully conſider into how. weighty an Office and Charge, or 
as well as high a ' Dignity they are called, can rea- 41 
ſonably deny. For the Power and Honour of the th 
Miniſtry being by all agreed upon to be for the Ml $1 
Work, and the Work for the End, there muſt be 
a tolerable Capacity to attain the Ends to which n 
this Office is ſubſervient. Now what the Neceſſary e 
| Qualifications are, though they may be collected W 
from the Conſideration of the Nature of the Mini: 
ſterial Function, as before deſcrib'd in all its parts; Ml ? 
yet, for the better underſtanding the Nature of the Ill © 
preſent Controverſy, I ſhall here firſt briefly ſet IM * 
down, and then proceed to the Confirmation of 
their Neceſſity. | 1: 
Io a Goſpel-Miniſter then it is neceſſary, beſides I © 
a Competency of Natural Endowments, as Reafon, 
Natural Wit, and atolerable Ability of Utterance; ſl ; 
belides theſe, I fay, tis neceſſary that he ou 


0 4 


Que; HIT. Ordination confade'd. 21 


be u Man and a Chriſtian, thar he fhould have a 


competent Knowledge of the Eſentials of Chriſtia- 


gity; and of the Sacred Miniftry, and be able to 
plain the Nature of the Baptiſmal Covenant in 
the Credenda, Agenda, & Petenda, i.e: the Things 
geceſſary to be Believed, Prattiſed,” and Defired by 
every Chriſtian. [1 HO £16102 I ar 
Zeſides theſe Miniſterial Abilities, the other 
reat Requiſite is a Perfon's deliberare Conſent and 
Willingneſs to Devore himſelf to the Office of the Mi- 
niſtry as the Buſineſs of his Life. The Communi- 
ation of this Ability to perform, and Willingrieſs 
to undertake the Work of the Miniftry, by the O- 
perarion of the Spirit of God, is, in the Language 
of Scripture and of the Church, ſtiled, The Inward 
Call of GOD to this Sacred Office, as diſtingui- 
ſhed from the Outward Call, ſcil. An Opportunity 
to exerciſe their Miniſterial Abilities, which is 
plainly diſcernable, when either the Neceſſities of 
the People, the Edification of the Church, the De- 
fires of thoſe that want ſuch Help, or the Invitati- 
on or Command of thoſe in Authority; I ſay, when 
any or all of theſe Call a duly qualified Perſon to 
the Employment of thoſe Talents that God hath 
given him for the Good of the Church. inn 
When both theſe concur, then a Perſon is emi- 
nently Called of GOD; but the * In ard Call at 
leaſt is abſolutely neceſſary as previous to Ordi- 
nation. Accordingly we find, in thoſe Conſtituti- 
ons that go under the Name of the Apoſtles, a 
pretty long Prayer of the Biſhop's over the Perſon 
to be Ordain'd Prieſt, 1 that God would look 


: * See a Diſcourſe of the Sacrifice of the Mafs, p- 68. 
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© upon his Servant choſen into the Presbyteryb 
the Vote and Judgment of all the Clergy, and 
fill him with the Spirit of Grace and Wiſdom to 
I help and govern the People with a pure Heart 
that he may be filled with healing Opera. 
©*-tions, and Inſtructive Diſcourſe, and may teach 
© the People with all Meekneſs, and may ſerve 
God ſincerely, with a pure Underſtanding and 
a willing Soul, and may perform the ſacred and 
pure Offices for the People, through Jeſus 
o LG 7 5 
And agreeable to this Practice of the Primitive 
Church, tis obſervable, that, in the Form of Orde. 
ring Prieſts in the Church of England, in the Admoni. 
tion concerning the great Excellency and the Dif. 
ficulty of the Miniſterial Office, there are theſe 
Words. Howbeit ye cannot have a Mind and 
Will thereto Li. e. to the Miniſterial Office] 
© your ſelves ; for that Mill and Ability is given 
<« of GOD alone, therefore ye ought, and have 

need to pray earneſtly for his Holy Spirit. 
Then the Biſhop proceeds to require of the 
Candidates, for Holy Orders, a publick Profel- 
ſion of their Call, and their Promiſe or Engage- 
ment to perform the ſeveral Duties of this 
Office. * The firſt Queſtion being. © Do you 
think in your heart that you be truly called ac 
© cording to the Will of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
© and the Order of this Church of England to the 
Order and Miniſtry of the Prieſthood ? Anſw. 

ET think irt. | 

And at the end of the Queſtions and Engage- 
ments we have this Prayer. Almighty God 
< who hath given you this Will to do all theſe 
© things, Grant alſo unto you Strength and 
% Power to perform the ſame, that He may ac- 
* The firſt Queſtion in the Ordering of a Deacon is, Do 
cc you think that you are inwardly mond by the Holy Gho#t ta 

© take upon you this Office and Miniſtration, Cc. ? : 
„ compliſh 


Fre a W at” r 
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| 


And all this we are to obſerve precedes actua 


3 as See Dr. Whitby on this Place. 


Queſt. III. Ordination confider'd. 23 


« compliſh his Work which He bath begun in you, 
« through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. i 


Ordination; and conſequently the Will and Ability 
which is given of GOD alone, by the Operation of 
his Holy Spirit, are ſuppoſed by the Church of 
England agreeably to Reaſon, Scripture, and the 
Practice of the Primitive Church antecedent to Im- 


poſition of Hands, and therefore is not that Grace 


that is thereby conferred. e 

Impoſition of Hands was never deſign'd to make 
an Infidel a Chriſtian, or to convert a Cain into an 
Abel, or to hallow a profane Derider of the Holy 
Ghoſt, that aa vιαονο Coorou EA,, 1. E. All Holy, 


good, quickening Spirit, as He is frequently called in 
the Greek Liturgies. I ſay, Impoſition of Hands 


can no more make ſuch as theſe true Miniſters co- 
ram Deo, i. e. in the Sight of God, than a Man can 
make Bread of Stones, or current Coyn of forbid- 
den Metal. And tho” ſuch Perſons may hypocri- 
tically obtrude themſelves into the Sacred Mini- 
ſtry, and while they diſguiſe themſelves; their 
Miniſtrations are valid, coram Eccleſia, i. e. to the 
People; becauſe Nemini debetur incommodum ex alienz 
culpa qua tali: i e. No one can ſuffer for that which is 


purely the fault of another : Yet, when ſuch Perſons 


notoriouſly diſcover themſelves, tis the Duty of 
the People, according to the Practice of the Pri- 
mitive Church, to avoid them, and of thoſe in Au- 


thority to Declare them unfit, While they remain 
fo, to be the Paſtors and Guides of Chriſt's Flock. 


Indeed à judiciow good Chriſtian that under- 


ſtands what our Saviour means in his Command 


to the Multitude and his Diſciples “ Matt. 23. 2, 3. 
Saying, the Scribes and Phariſees ſit in Moſes Seat. All 
therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve 
and do, but do not ye after their Works; ſuch a one I 
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ſay, 
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ſay, will with a Chriſtian Reverence receive the 
Commands of God, whoever be the Declarer of 
them a and may put up his hear ty Pr ayer sto God 
although the Words ſignifying his holy Deſires 
may be formed and uttered with unhallowed 
Breath, who yet may not think himſelf oblige 
to commit the Conduct of his Soul to ſuch a One 
as his Paſtor, or as one Authorized by CHRIST 
to be a Ruler over bis Houſhold, to give them Meat in 


due ſeaſon. Indeed when ſuch Obtruders pretend “ 8 
themſelves to be ſo Authoriz'd, a good Chriſtian “ o 
may demand his Food from them, as a Loyal Sub- : i 
ect may require Protection and Juſtice from an : f 
.\Uſurper, without concerning themſelves with the MI. { 
Titles of either, when yet both the Chriſtian and T 


the Loyaliſt would be very glad not to be under A 
any ſuch Neceſſity. Biſt 
ZBut however ſuch unqualify'd Perſons as above- hay 
mention d may depend upon the Sacredneſs of their WO! 
Character for a Reſpectful and Submiſſive Recepti- M 
tion by the People, I believe they will find few ſuch M3 
ſerious Chriſtians as the * Author of Lay-Baptiſm Inva- WM ben 
Ad, who tells us that, A Perſonal Qualification for the N 
e Miniſtry [/ 2vbich he means Baptiſm and Holi- tro 
mess of Life equally incumbent on all Chiti - 
- © iſtians, Miniſters as well as Lay-men] may be . 
and in Fact often is wanting, when an Authori- . 
tative One [7hat is as he explains himſelf, That MI * 
„Ou whereby a Man is ſeparated, and diſtin- 


**-guiſhed from the reſt of Mankind, and thereby r 
Dempower'd to perſonate and repreſent the Di- 
vine Preſence for the Conveying of Superns- 4 
© tural and Spiritual Benefits to us, which he als i. 

*© The. Divine Commiſſion convey d from the Apo- pe 


* {tles in Epiſcopacy, and given to the Ordained . 
| 2 Perſon by Impoſition of the Biſhop's Hand] In. 
remains Good and Valid; and there's abundance 


—— 


Lay Baptiſm- Invalid. Append. pg. 136. 4 
| — 


Queſt, II. Ordination con ſider d. 25 
«of Reaſon it ſhould be ſo, becauſe the Perſo- 


of WM nal Qualification chiefly reſpects the Man him- 
d., (elf, who is, or ought to be poſſeſſed of ir, ſince 
ez be on will reap the Benefit of having, or find 
„the Miſery of being deſtitute of it. But the 
d Auchoritative Qualification as ſuch relates only 


© to God and the People; to God, as the Miniſter 
is to be his Proxy and Repreſentative, and to 
„(che People, as they are to receive from God the 
d“ Supernatural Benefits of his Proxy's Miniſtrati- 
n ons. The People receive no more Advantage 
b. from the Perſonal Qualifications of God's Repre- 
n ſentative, than they do Miſchief from his Per- 
be ſonal Immoralities, that is, none at all — All 
that they are bound to take Care of is, that he 
er * be truly ſent, [chat is, by the Impoſit ion of the 
Biſhop's Hands; for the Holy Ghoſt, it ſeems, muſt 
e. lave no part inthe Miſſion of Perſons to the facred 
ir WW Office of the Miniſtry, antecedent to this Rite, 
ti- according to the Novel Doctrines of our modern 
< MW Magnifyers of the Prieſthood, for Fear, as is pre- 
. ended, of opening a Door to Enthuſiaſts to intrude 
he MW into the Miniſtry, but more truly, of detracting 
li. om the Myſtical Dignity of, the Prieſthood] 
ri and if they be but once ſecure of that, then in 
be , all his Miniſtrations they are not to ſuppoſe 
ri. , him, but Chriſt himſelf (whom he perſonates) 
at to be Adminiſtring to them. 
in. Indeed ſuch Doctrines as theſe are ſo ſhocking 
by common Senſe, as well as ſerious Chriſtianity, 
Di. nd the Neceſſity of previous Moral Qualifications 
na. % Solpel⸗Miniſter is ſo plain and obvious to any 
ae conſidering Perſon, from Reaſon, Scripture, and the 
vo- known Practice of the Primitive Church in ap- 
\cd bointing ſo long a Time of Probation, for thoſe 
1d] mat were to undertake the Office of the Holy Mi- 


ce as that it may ſeem ſtrange I ſhould inſiſt up- 


to 5 E ; „ 
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But would God I were to Apologize, not only © 
for the Length, but even the mentioning of thi; 
Head ; and that the Scene were ſo altered, thar jr 
might no longer be a Doubt among Chriſtian, 
who profeſs to acknowledge the Purity and Simpli- 
city of Chriſtianity as its great and happy Cha- 
racteriſtic, and leaſt of all among thoſe of the 
Reformed Religion, who may ſee every Day the 
abominable and ſcandalous Abuſes of the Church 


of Rome, in making the Office of the Miniſtry to ö 
be only for Binding, and Looſing, and Offering tle 
Sacrifice of the Altar, and ſo ſacrilegiouſly ſeparating the tho 
Charge and Labour of this Office from the Dipn. e 
ty of it. Would God, I ſay, it might no longer (vi 


be a Doubt among ſuch Perſons, Whether Moral Ch 
Qualifications are previouſly neceſſary to a Gol: y 
pel-Miniſter, or the total Defect of them might be 
ſupply'd, or diſpens'd with by the Performance of Ml. | 
a Ceremony. But alas! I find (as I believe all, . 
that have a Chriſtian Concern and Zeal for the 
true Honour of the Miniſtry, do) too great Rex Ml 
ſon for enlarging upon this Head, when Men of Ml. 
Character and Figure in the Church (who yet Ha. 
would take it ill to be ſuſpected of any favourable M 
Opinion of the Abomination of the Romifh Prieſt. M 
hood) ſhall tell the World, as * Dr. Hickes does, Mn 
in his Letter to the Author of Lay-Bapriſm Invalid, fc 
where ſpeaking of this Subject, he ſays, © Al MM. 
0 Qualifications for it [hat is, the Miniſtry] are MI: - 
* Perſonal, and that of Perſonal Qualifications, 
the Want of Some only makes a Man anworthy 
* of the Miniſtry, but not uncapable of it ; but 
the Want of Others makes him utterly uncapable of 
ic. The Perſonal Qualifications of the Firſt ſort 
may be called Moral, as Purity, Humility, So- 
briety, and all other Virtues and Graces that 
are comprehended in Holineſs of Life, the Want 


* Letter to the Author of Zay-Baptiſn Invalid. 
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rl Queſt. III. Ordinatian oonſſder d. 29 
of which makes 2 Man unworthy as of Holy 
& Orders after Baptiſm, ſo of Baptiſm it ſelf, but 
E yet do not Null or make Void either of them 
e when the Perſon is Baptiz'd or Ordain'd. The 
& ſecond Sort of Qualifications: [viz. Thoſe that 
e render a Man utterly uncapable of Holy Orders] 
* are either Natural, Acquir'd, or Legal, which 
* 1aft may allo be called Political, as relating to 
the Fundamental or Poſitive Laws of the Church. 
Among the Acquir'd Qualifications he reckons 
Reading, Then for the Natural Qualifications, 
thoſe that belong to the Body, he tells us, are 
Speaking, Seeing, Hearing, the Want of which 
(without any Canons or Poſitive Laws. of the 
Church) in this Author's Judgment, utterly un 
qualifies a Man for the Prieſthood. 1 And there - 
fore Holy Orders (ſays he) conferr d on a Deaf 
be N and Dumb, or incurable Blind Man, muſt, in my 
. Opinion, be Null and Void, becauſe they ren. 
ll, « der him uncapable of performing Miniſterial 
Offices. The like I may fay of a Man that 
* wants Both hx Hands, who, though never ſo 
W 6 worthy upon the Score of _ 8 
cannot effectually be made a Prieſt. | 
de — the n. of the Mind, theſe he 
1 makes to be Underſtanding and Memory, the 
„Want of which in Idiots, Lunaticks, and Mani- 
6. acks, makes them utterly uncapable of Holy Or» 
. ders, 1 p 
the Natural Qualifications he proceeds to 
Th he Ts or _— ** Theſe (ſays he) are of 
«al i two Sorts. Firſt, Such as are Fundamental to 
out e the Chriſtian Society, or Conſtitution of the 
of 1 Church —as Baptiſm: Or, Secondly, ſuch as are 
5 " ſuperinduc'd by the Poſitive Laws of the Church, 
And here he leaves them. „ 
5 * — let any ſober Chriſtian but fairly lay 
am n this together, and I —_ 7 _ 2 ken 
5 ati direct Tendency of f 
lenetration to lee . ir Ds 


| * 
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Doctrines as theſe to that Myſtery of Iniquity the 


Romiſb Prieſthood. EET 
Had one who-profeſs'd himſelf to be a Papit MN d 
talk'd after this manner, it would have been but 
conſonant to their Monſtrous Tenets, and every Ml a 
one would have known at firſt fight how to apply C 
the Neceſſity of a Man's having Both bis Hand; in 
order to be made a Prieſt, and of having ſo much Ml h 
Underſtanding and Memory as to be Maſter of his Ml 
own. Intentions : But for One that calls himſelf z Ml 1: 
Proteſtant, and a true Son of the Church of Eg. Ml C 
land, to ſpeak ſuch extravagant things as theſe ß B 
ſomething extraordinary. Had this Perſons Re. j 
verence to the Church of England as by Law Eſta- f 
bliſh'd been as great, as to the late ſo much © 
pretended Authority of a Church Cat holicł, that che d 
generality of ſober Proteſtants have diſclaimed 3 
4 mere Chimera, he would ſcarce have given the 
World a Repreſentation of the Nature of the Mi. 
niſterial Office, ſo very different from what the 
Church of England hath done in the Form of Ordering 
Prieſts, where we may find in the Goſpel, the Ex- 
Fortations, the Admonitions, and Prayers, the Office 
of the Holy. Miniſtry all along repreſented as 1 
Work of great Labour, Charge and Difficulty, as well 
as Excellency or Dignity. 1 ſhall ſay no more 2 
preſent upon this particular to this Author, anl 
thoſe of the ſame leaven, but only humbly recom- 
mend the ſerious peruſal of this Excellent For 
to theſe, and all others who would underſtand the 
Nature of the Miniſterial Office, according to the 
purity and ſimplicity of Chriſt's Inſtitution ; And 
particularly I would addrefs my ſelf to the Atv 
of . Lay-Baptiſm Invalid, who J am ſure is a Man d 
good Sence, and I verily believe by the manner 
of his writing of Serious Piety, deſiring him, as he 
hath expreſs d a laudable Reſpect and Reverence 
for the Church of England; that he would endes 
wour to diſengage himſeli from any gon 
l FVV oti0n 
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th; MW Notions (though I am ſenſible this is a very diffi- 
cult Task) and then read, mark, and inwardly 
vi digeſt the foremention'd Form. „ 
but From the Premiſes I draw this Concluſion agree: 


able to Reaſon, Scripture, and the Doctrine of the 
pi Church of England, viz. Thar N 
in A Man ought to be Called of G O D, before 
ack Nhe be Sent by the Ordainers. 
11 Before I proceed to my next Enquiry, give me 
fa leave to make a Reflection or two upon what 
ag. cited (pag. 26.) above, out of the Author of Lay- 
; Baptiſm Invalid, where, (in Anſwer to the Ob- 
Ro jection, pag. 153. againſt what he hath advanced, 
114. from the great confuſion and diſorder that will be 
uch WM occaſioned in the Church, thereby in that accor- , 
che ding to his Notion of Lay Baptiſm, the Orders = 
1 of ſeveral Epiſcopally Ordained Perſons amongſt 9 
the us are Null and Void, having receiv'd their Bap- 
Mi. tiſm from Perſons that were not Epiſcopally Or- 
the dain'd,) the poor Gentleman finding himſelf una- 
rig voidably driven to this Dilemma, either to acknow- 
Er-. ledge the Validity of Lay-Baptiſm (that is in his 
nee ſenſe of it, Baptiſm adminiſtred by Perſons not 
s 1M Epilcopally Ordained) and ſo give up all his Book 
yell at once, or elſe to put a great part of the People of 
England upon turning Seekers for their own viſible 
Chriſtianity, as well as their true, and Authoriz'd 
Miniſters, takes refuge in this ſtrange Aſſertion, 
That Baptiſm is One of thoſe Perſonal Qualifications 
that are not previouſly Neceſſary to Ordination. An Aſ- 
ſertion ſo extravagant, that Dr. Hickes in his Let- 
ter to him expreſlly denies it, telling us (and here- 
in he ſpeaks the general ſenſe of Chriſtians) 
„ That the want of Baptiſm renders a Man ut- 
g terly uncapable of being a Chriſtian, or. of re- 
FT ceiving the Holy Euchariſt——And how then 
can a Man be made capable to adminiſter that 
* Sacrament to others, who hath no Right to re- 
©. Ceive it himſelf, or make others Members of the 
JJ oo Cs 
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Church, of which he is not a Member himſelf} 
And therefore as to the Caſe of a true and Au- 
thoriz'd Miniſtry in England, conſidering the Num. 
bers of our own Nation and of Foreigners that ne. 
ver received any but Lay-Baptiſm (in theſe Menz; 
notions of it) and yet have been admitted to the. 
Orders of Presbyters, and Biſhops in the Church 
of England, without Rebaptization, here the Do 
thinks fit to leave his Friend, to ſtruggle with the 
Difficulties as well as he can. Accordingly we 
find the Good Man one while denying the pre- 
vious Neceflity of Baptiſm to Ordination, but 
then as if his "relies. recoiled at an Aſſertion 
which ſeems to be the pure effe& of a ſtrong Come 
paſſion, he tells us in his Premonition to the Reader, 
that if this Doctrine ſhould be generally condenn'd by 
Learned Men, he ſhall acquieſce, acknowledging that they 
argue well h ſay, that tis ſuppoſed, that a Man ought 
to be a Member, before he can be a Miniſter in the Church 
of Chriſt. Andagreeably to this Acknowledgment, 
and his darling Notion of the Abſolute Neceſſity 
of Epiſcopal Ordination to the Validity of Mini- 
ſerial Adminiſtrations, in the Cloſe of his Anſwer 
to the above-mention'd ObjeRion, he ſays, Append, 
pag. 146. That if the Nulling of Holy Orders, 
and Miniſtrations be a real Conſequence of this 
Doctrine, then there's no other Remedy, but that 
*© thoſe who are involved in it, ſhould extricate 
** themſelves out of it by Epiſcopal Baptiſm and 
© Reordination. It is not enough to ſay, That this 
* ill involve the Church, into the utmoſt Con- 
* fuſion For if the Premiſes are true, the 
* Riſque muſt be run, for Truths of ſo great In. 
* portance muſt not be ſtifled, and made to give 
# way to ſuppoſed Confuſions. 

And this is but conſonant to his Concluſion with 
reference to the Caſe of the Reformed Churches 
abroad, pag. 134. That © No Doctrine whatſoever 
can be proved falſe, or ought to be rejected. 
9 | ; becauſe 
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& becauſe Numbers of Men may be involved in 
© the ſad Conſequences that ariſe from it. Where- 
in Dr. Hickes, (in his Letter, &c.) entirely concurs 
with his Friend, and ſubjoyns the Reaſons of his 
Concurrence, drawn from the conſideration of the 


S „ * % „ © 


principles of the Chriſtian Religion, in the pur- 
h uit of which Argument he plainly ſets the Political 
' Doctrine s, or Principles of Chriſtianity, as he calls 
© Wl them, upon a Level with the Articles of Faith, and 
© Wl the Moral Duties of Chriſtianity, makesthoſe equal- 


* 


ly ſacred with theſe, and conſequently accounts it 
equally impious to complement away thoſe Great Truths, 
10 as the Other. His Words are theſe. The Po- 
* fitive Laws of God are all Sacro- ſanct, eſpecially 
„ © thoſe be hath Ordained for Government, and he will 
(in no wiſe excuſe the willful Neglect, Contempt, 
7 or Tranſgreſſion of them; but every ſuch Tranſ- 
a * greflion, and Diſobedience againſt the Polity of 
be Chriſtian Theocracy, let the Number of Offen- 
ders be never ſo great, ſhall receive a juſt Re- 
5 compence of Reward. And therefore judge, 
, who are moſt like Primitive Chriſtians, 
„ and the Faithful Servants of Chriſt, thoſe who 
in all Meekneſs, and Charity, ſet this Received 


( 


i Principle concerning the Decumenion Theo- 
. (racy of the Myſtical Iſrael, and the Neceſſi- 
. 0 of Conformity and Obedience, and the Con- 
. quences of Diſobedience to it before the other 
& Churches, or thoſe, who ſooth and flatter them 

in their Error, becauſe they are whole Nations 
— But theſe Gentlemen ſhould conſider, that 
- they are the Multitudes and great Numbers that 
- Thall be condemn'd at the Day of Judgment. 

So that the difference between theſe 1wo Authors, 
$tothe Caſe of the Reformed Churches abroad, 
b only this, That the Principles of the Divine have 
fairly gained the Aſcendant of his Charity, and ac- 
cordingly (becauſe his Faithfulneſs in his Office will 
not ſuffer him to give up the Received Principles of 


Chriſtai- 
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Chriſtianity, - relating to the Polity of the Chriftiax | 


Tbeocracy to any Regards whatever) he ſends them 
at once with the Multitude through the Broad 
Way of Deſtruction ; whereas the Lay-Mar's good 

Nature combating with his Principles, makes them 
talk with abundance of Diffidence, his Charit 
won't let him pronounce ſuch a harſh Judgment 
of Thouſands, as to leave them in the State of 
Infidels, but (ſays he Append. pag. 126.) Abundance 
of them may very fairly be eſteem d as much in the 
Church, as the Catechumeni in the Primitive Time, 
But 1 hope before I have done, to prove them 
more than almoſt Chriſtians. 

And now upon a Review of what hath been 
ſaid, I believe it will not be difficult for Men 
of Thought and Seriouſneſs to ſee what are 
Doctrines that have given, and dayly do give ſo 
great Advantage to the Common Adverſary, I mean 
the Papiſt ; and whether thoſe that will keep cloſe 
to the Conſequences of the Abſolute Neceſlity of 
an Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Epiſcopal Or. 
dainers to the True Being of the Miniſtry, eſpeci- 
ally when prepoileſs'd with the Odd Notion of a 
Sacrificing Prieſthood, whether ſuch Perſons, ſay, 
when they find themſelves oblig'd not only to dif- 
own the Reform'd Churches Abroad; but to turn 
Seckers for their true and Authoriz'd Miniſters in 
England, will not be an eaſy Prey to the Romiſh E- 


miſſaries, who will have a great Advantage in per- 


ſuading Perſons advanc'd ſo far, that they cannot 
find any Reſt on this Side Rome? ls 


— — — 
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QUESTION IV. 

Q. What is Ordination ? | 

Efore I enter upon a Reſolution of this Que- 

ſtion, ir will be neceſſary to premiſe, that 

the Word Ordination in an Eccleſiaſtical Senſe may 
ſignify, : 
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iff. The firſt Dedication and Ordination to the 
Miniſterial Office, as ſuch, whereby a Fit Perſon 
«ſolemnly ſet apart from the Number of the Lai- 
y to the more immediate Service of God, in the 
Sacred Office of the Miniſtry. xy. 
24h. A Miſſion of a Perſon already ſeparated to 
the Office of the Miniſtry to ſome particular Mini- 
terial Work, as that of Barnabas and Paul, Acts 1 3. 
by Faſting, Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands as a 
Rite of Benediction on their preſent Enterprize, 
or a Recommendation of them to the Grace of 
God, as tis explain'd in the 26th Verſe of the next 
Chapter. PLL nn 

40 An Ordination into a National Church 
whereby a Perſon is Inveſted with legal Au- 
thority to Preach the Word of God, and Admi- 
miniſter the Holy Sacraments in any Congregati- 
on in that Nation, where he ſhall be lawfully 
called thereunto. And a Perſon that was not 
before a Miniſter may by this Ordination be ad- 
mitted both into the Church Catholick, and the 
National at once. And a Perſon that was before 
a Miniſter of the Church Catholick, but not of 
that National, receives hereby Legal Authority to 
perform his Miniſtry in that Nation; and if Au- 
thority ſhould require this Admiſſion ſhould be ſo- 
lemnizd with Impoſition of Hands, Faſting and 
Prayer, for a Bleſſing upon his Miniftry in that 
Part of the Church, neither the Ordainer, nor 
the Ordained, need fear the Scandal of Re-ordinati- 
n in the common Senſe of the Word. 

470. A Deſignation of a Perſon to a particular 
Church as its fix'd Paſtor, to whom the Care of 
the Souls of that Chriſtian Society is principally 
committed, which is done in the Church of Eng- 
lend by Inſtitution and Induction, and in ſome o- 
ther Proteſtant Churches, with the Solemnity of 
Faſting and Prayer; and is ſuppos'd by ſome to 

„ have 


We) . 
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{crib'd, and appointed by Chriſt himſelf, to con- 
tinue to the End of the World. 

2dly. That Chriſt by his Charter, conveys the 
Power or Authority to his Miniſters to do the 
Work of the Miniſtry. Ces 

zaly. That the Miniſterial Qualifications are gi- 
yen by GOD, through the Operation of his Holy 
Spirit, antecedently to actual Ordination. And 

n 


And conſequently, „„ ee ee 

iff. That it is not left to the Ordainers to deter- 
mine, de genere, whether there ſhall be a Miniſtry 
or not, nor yet, de ſpecie, What ſhall be the Extent of 
their Work and Power. „ 

2d]y, That the Ordainers do not Give the Power, 
but are the Inſtruments of Solemn Admiſſion into 
that Office, to which CHRIST by his Charter 
hath annex'd ſuch Power. _ Og 

zdly. That Impoſition of Hands is not the Means 
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| of conveying Miniſterial Qualificacions to Perfons 


before unfit for the Sacred Office of the Miniſtry, 

Thus then we ſee what the Ordainer's Work is 
not, and hereby ſhall more eaſily diſcern what it is. 

All then that the Law of Chriſt hath left to the 
Ordainers, is with reſpe& to the Individuums of 
this or that Age, viz. To Diſcern and Fudge of the 
Perſon that is Qualify'd according to the Delcrip- 
tion of the Law, and particularly to Call him out 
to the Work, if he need Excitement, to Try and 
Approve him before he be admitted, and Solemnly 
to Inveſt him in the Office. 

So that a Perſon is then truly Ordain'd a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, when the Ordainers Anthorita« 
tively, or in the Name of Chriſt, Declare this Per- 
ſon to be Called of God to the Work of the Mini- 
try, (and, in ſome Caſes, Charge him to under- 
take it, and be faithfull in the Execution of his 
Office, and the People to acknowledge and reſpect 
him as a Miniſter of Chriſt.) _ 

This Authoritative Declaration (and Charge) 


however it be expreſs'd or ſignify d, is true Ordi- 


nation, and all that is eſſentially neceſſary there - 
to | 


But becauſe in all Offices of great Importance 
and Dignity, Natural Reaſon recommends the Uſe 
of ſome Solemn Ceremony of Inveſtiture, in order 
to raiſe in Men a due Veneration and Eſteem for 
that Function, therefore 'tis obſervable that the A- 

„ poſtles, 
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poſtles, finding Tmpoſition of Hands in Uſe among 
the Fews, as upon other Occaſions, ſo more eſpe. Ml © 
cially as a Rite of Solemn Dedication of Thing; Ml © 
and Perſons to God, and Imploring his Benedicti. Ml © 
on upon them, thought fit to make Uſe of this a; Ml © 
a known as well as decent and convenient Cere. Ml © 
mony of Solemnizing the Action of Admiſſion into Ml © 
the Miniſterial Office. Biſhop Burnet, in his 04. Ml © 
ſervations upon the Firſt and Second Canons communl Ml © 
aſcrib'd to the Apoſtles, Printed at Glaſginw, 167, Ml © 
p. 23, 24. hath ſpoken to this Purpoſe too large to 
be tranſcrib'd, and concludes, Impoſition of Hand; 
to be rhe Conſtant Ceremony of Benediction, and a Con. 
comitant of it, and not a Ceremony of it ſelf Significant 
and Sacramental, f | 
Mr. * Thorndike ſuppoſes a Caſe, wherein a true 
Miniſtry may be ſetled without Ordination by any 
of the Clergy, and that ſuch a Miniſtry ought to 
be acknowlcdg'd by the Church, which Acknow- 
ledgment (ſays he) would be eſtectual inſtead of Solemn 
Ordination by Impoſition of Hands. | 
More conſiderable is the Account given us by 
Father Paul, of the remarkable Debate at the 
Council of Trent, concerning the Ceremonies usd 
in conferring Orders: .“ Whereupon à great Con. 
* tention aroſe, what Ceremonies were Neceſſary, and 
* has were added for Ornament or Devotion. Melchiar 
Cornelius, à Portugueſe, ſeem'd to ſpeak much 
to the Purpoſe, who ſaid the Apoſties did un- 
doubtedly uſe Impoſition of Hands in Ordinatr 
on, ſo that none is mentioned in the Holy 
Scripture without that Ceremony; which, in 
ſucceeding Ages, was thought to be ſo eſſentidl, 
that Ordination was called by that Name. Not. 
withſtanding Gregory the Ninth ſaith, it was a 
Rite brought in, and many Divines do not 
* Rites of the Church, p. 2935 296. 


+ Hiltory of the Council of Trent, 7b. 593. Engliſh 
Tranſlation, 1620. : BE 15 7 Pp 593 
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4 hold it to be neceſſary, howſoever others be of 
4 the contrary Opinion The famous Canoniſts, 
4 Hoſtienſis, Fobannes Andreas, Abbas, and others do 
« affirm, That the Pope may ordain a Prieſt with 
« theſe Words only, Be thou a Fries; and (which 
4 js of more Importance) Innocentius, Father of all 
© the Canoniſts, ſaith, that if the Forms had not 
© been invented, it had been ſufficient if the Or- 
c dainer had us'd theſe Words only, Be thou à 
© Prieſt, or others equivalent, becauſe they were 
© inſtituted by the Church, afterwards to be ob- 
© ſexy'd. For theſe Reaſons Cornelius gave Coun- 
# ſel, not to ſpeak of Neceſſary Ceremonies, but only 
© to condemn thoſe who hold them to be Super- 
** fluous, or Pernicious. -— 

And more conſiderable {till to our preſent Pur- 


poſe, as fully agreeing with what hath been here 


advanc'd, is the general * Form of Ordination in 
the Greek Church: Viz. H @EIA I Eis 1 FAYTOTE TH de- 
Wan gon ty TH LNG TOITHE AYATANES 0% TEIN GIRKTED) IT Sear F 
cb vr gr Aizroroy as TlezoGurtegy * WhwneIa, £1 N auTe, ia 
t\ln zn awTor 4 oe TE aawoys e The Grace of 
God that always ſtrengthens the things that are 
weak, and ſupplies the Things that are wanting, 
makes this moſt Reverend Deacon a Presbyter. 
Therefore let us pray for him, that the Grace of 


the All-Holy Spirit may come upon him. 1 
Ihe Biſhop, at the pronouncing of theſe 


Words, Impoſes Hands on the Ordain'd, which 
cpa is alſo repeated in two ſubſequent 
Prayers. | | . 

If we ſuppoſe as | Biſhop Bilſon does, that at the 
firſt planting of the Faith, the Apoſtles were to make Men 
fit whom they found unfit, and not to diſcern the Gifts of 
Juch as were fit; and to that end had Power with Impoſiti- 
on of Hunds, to give the Holy Ghoſt to ſuch as without thoſe 
Gifts and before thoſe Gifts were mo#t unfit, yet there is 


Liber Pontificialys Eccleſiæ Græcæ. Pariſiis, 1643. p. 107. 
The Perpetual Government of Chriſt's Church, Ch. 7. p. 8e. 
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no more Reaſon to ſuppoſe the Continuation 9 
tha, than of the other miraculous Operations thy 
were proper and peculiar to the firſt Ages of the 
Church. But St. Auſtin ſeems to have given a more 
reaſonable Account of this, when he tells us, thy 

the Giving the Holy Ghoſt is God's Prerogative, 


'B and that none of Chriſt's Diſciples gave the Ho. Tin 
1 © ly Ghoſt; they prayed indeed that it might Wl en! 
© come upon thoſe on whom they impoſed Hani, Ml ©" 

© they did not give it themſelves ; which Cuſtom cha, 

© the Church now obſerves. on 

Upon which + Dr. Bernard makes this Reflexion. fd 

& whereas he faith, the Church hath obſerv'd th Im 

©. Cuſtom in impoſition of Hands, to pray for the Per. a 


< ſons receiving of it, hath been formerly acknow. 


* ledg'd to be one Senſe of that Clauſe, wiz. by AC 
«© way of Impetration : Take the Gift of the Spirit pr 
© pro dono infuſo, fo we uſe the Words, per modun Ml '* 
ee impetrationis, take it pro officio, ſo we uſe it per m- te 
© dum collationis, miniſterially conferring the Ml 2! 
Power of executing the Office of a Miniſter, M 
© and there is no Conttadiction, but that in the MI © 
* ſame Act there may meet a Collation of the Ol. In 
ce fice, with Authority to execute, and an 1mpetre- Ml .. 
© tion for the Perſons receiving an Aſſiſtance of 9 
the Spirit in the executing of it. 
And agreeably to this, p. 240, 241. he gives this 
Expoſition of the Words | Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt | d 
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us dat Impoſition of Hands. Receive Authority 5 
from the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for the 0 
© efficacious Preaching of the Word, and Admi- ' 
\| © niſtration of Sacraments, by and through which Ii: 
CC ä Es $ | h 
the Graces of the Holy Spirit, in Repentance, Wh | 
2 Faith, and Forgiveneſs of Sins, and the like are 
© ordinarily wrought, and confirmed to the Hea- Wi 
© rers and Partakers of them; yet not excluding 
* Lib. 15. de Trinitate, cap. 27. . | — 7 
I In his Collection ef the Judgment of Archbiſtop Uſher, on \ 


Fyeral Subjects. Publiſh'd 1659. P. 250, 251. 


«x 
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(ir from being a Prayer alſo, vix. that the Perſon 
thus authoriz d might receive ſuch a ſpiritual Aſ- 


FFT N ; 


þ © ance in it. - we | | 
s thereforethe willful Neglect of this Ceremo- 
ny of Impoſition of Hands, which hath been lau- 
jably continued in the Church, from the Apoſtles 
Times, is ſcandalous, ſo the rigorous inſiſt ing up- 
on it as abſolutely neceſſary, is Superſtitious, and 
pives too great Occaſion to Perſons of more Wit 
than Religion, to overlook the Rational Inſtituti- 
on and Uſe of Ordination, and charge it with the 
ridiculous Fopperies of the Papiſts concerning the 
550 r of their Myſterious Indelible Chara- 
ö ger, &c. | | | ) 
- To remove this Scandal, I ſhall here give an 
by Wl Account of ſome Particulars in the Ordination of a 
1 WM Prieft, maincain'd by the Papiſts in their Contro- 
n WM verſes with the Proteſtants ; but diſown'd by Pro- 
„„ eeſtants, yea, by All of the Engliſh Clergy that 
+. WW 0wn'd that Name, before the Treaty of the Spaniſh 
er. Match in King James I's Time, when ſome pe- 
1. Wl culiar Opinions were broach'd, that had no ſmall 
vf. Influence on our after Calamities. | 
6. Eirft the Papiſts imagine, that the Sacrament of 
of Order (as they call'd) impreſſeth an Indelible 
Character on the Soul; which they are all now 
his aereed, is an Ablolute Quality imprinted on the 
1 Soul, and inbering in it, ut Accidens in Subjecto (re- 


ity maining there after Death in Hell;) and not a 
the Belation, as Durandus had formerly explain'd , and 


mi. o made the Myſtery of it conſiſt only in reconci- 
ich Wl ing an intelligible Notion of a Relation, with ſuch 
ce, hard Phraſes as Characterem imprimi, infigi anime, &c. 
are hut this is now condemn'd by them as Heretical. 

an. They likewiſe pretend that the Delivery of the 
ng Holy Veſſels, Impoſition of Hands, Unction, and 
— many more Ceremonies and Forms are Medceſſary to 
make Ordination Compleat and Valid; for they 
Yanly ſuppoſe that the Powers and Grace, requilite 
to 
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40 ü The C AS E of x0 Queſt. IV. 
to the particular Offices of the Prieſthood, are neceſ. M 7 
farily Ty'd to and Given by particular Symbols, with Ml ſell 
their annex d Forms of Words. 2 0 

Two Great Powers they pretend to: Te Ml co 
Firſt and Principal they call Poteſtas in Corpus Chrigi Ml Bi 
verum, The Power on the true Body of Chtiſt, to 
ſcil. in the Sacrifice of the Altar. The otherleß M | 
Principal and ſubſervient to the former, they call Ml ny 
Poteſt as in Corpus Chriſti myſticum. The Power on Ml anc 
the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, or Internal Farad. toc 
ion, i e. the Power of the Keys, as ſignifying a Ml ni 
Perſonal Power of Binding and Looſing. 
The Former they ſay is Given, and the Prieftly Re- 
Charater impreſs'd, when the Biſhop, Delivering 4 
the Patin with Bread, and the Chalice with Wine, C. 
ſaith, Accipe poteſtatem offerre Sacrificia, & celebran Ml © 
Miſſas pro vivis & mortus. Receive Power to offer Ml wi 
Sacrifice, Cc. This they ſuppoſe. as neceſſary to ll the 
make a Prieſt, as the Prieft's ſaying with a' right Pl. 
Intention, Hoc eſt corpus meum, This is my Body, is the 
neceſſary to Tranſubſtantiation. But then they ſay Ml _ 
the Character xs extended, and the Power of Abſolutin Ml * 
is given, after the Maſs, by Impeſition of the Bi: WM ., 
ſhop's Hands, with theſe Words, Accipe Spiritun Ml " 
Sanctum, &c. Receive the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe de 
Sins, Ce. | | | 10 

But ſome ſuppoſe the Character to be double, the i © 

firſt they call Character Ordins, The Character ot U 
Order, impreſs'd at the Delivery of the Holy Veſ. 
ſels; the other Character Clavium, the Character of Ml 
the Keys, given by the Impoſition of Hands. fe 

Now foraſmuch as neither their Form of Ordina- MI 
ion, nor Character, as they interpret them, Give 
the Power of Preaching the Word of God; therefore 
they infer that ſuch a Power doth not neceſlari!y 

belong co the Prieſtly Office. * 
Laſtly, 


Se Hen. Kateiſen's Oration (delivered in three Days) in 
the Council of Baſil, An. 1433. againſt the 3d Article of ” 
oke- 
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of Lash, The Papiſts would perſuade us, that 
ch jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles left the Sacrament of 
oder, in truſt in the Hands of the Biſhops, to be 
e communicated by none but them; and that the 
U WY 3iſop's Intention is the meaſure of the Power given 
. Wl to the Prieſt. | L | 
of Upon theſe Suppoſitions the Papiſts expreſly de- 
al Wl oy Proteſtants to have any true Miniſtry or Church; 
on WM and by conſequence condemn all the Greek Church 
J. too: And therefore whenever a Proteſtant Mi- 
- 1 WY niſter turns Papift, they Ordain him again by their 
firm, which yet they will by no means allow to be 
tly Re-ordination, for that they utterly diſclaim and cons 
no MI demn: But yet they allow of the Orders of a 
ne. Greek Prieft that turns to them; though the Greek 
% GENERAL FORM in Ordination no more agrees 
fer with the Roman Forms, than the Engliſh does. Indeed 
to chere is no more neceſſity for any One Form in all 
zt Places for Ordination, than for Matrimony, to make 
is them “. alid. | | | . 
y As for their calling Ordination Sacramentum Or- 
an inis, The Sacrament of Order, were it agreed de 
Bi- ee, concerning the ſenſe of the Word Sacrament, 
um WO it would not be worth while to contend de nomi- 
ole ve about the Name. But as yet there hath been 
no Definition of that Word given, which doth not 
the either confine the number to fewer, or contain 
of W under it more than Seven Sacraments. 


Fad ER 
el Bohemians, concerning the free Preaching of the Word of God, 
of Binia Concil. Tom: 4. Par. 1. p. 337 to p. 383. (de chara- 
ere, p. 344.) Coloniz Ag rippinæ, 1618. N 
na- * Proteſtant Demonſtrations againſt Proteſtant Miniſtry. Writ- 
e ten by a Catholick Prieſt, Printed at Douay, with Licence of 
duperiouts, Anno 1616. With an Epiſtle before it to King 
James I, N. B. This Beok affords a conv ncing Proof, That 
ri) Wl tie Doctrine of the Neceflity of Epiſcopal Ordination to make 
Miniſters : And likewiſe of the Sacrificing Priefthood, were both. 
ty then unanimoully diſclaim'd and oppoſed by the Eugliſp Clergy 3 
his Author could not then find one Diſſenting Voice,and on that 
) in Account charges them all with Zzereſie, Oc. See pag. 78, and 5%, 
"rhe Il 56, 100, C.. | | | 
| G But 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 


ſtanding all that + Bellarmine hath ſaid for it, the 
* Proteitants look upon it as a meer Chimera : And 
as they diſclaim the Popiſh Notion of it, ſo for 
the abuſe of the Phraſe they ſeldom uſe ir, but 
when they do, give it a juſt Explication, as 
Dr. Potter hath done in the following Queſtion, 


8 


But as for their Indelible Character, notwith. 


** Whether the Character of Holy Orders be 
perpetual and indelible, or only temporary, and 
like that of any Civil Office which may be 
conferr'd one Day, and taken away the next ? 

What the Doctor hath here laid down concern- 


ing the Nature of Holy Orders being very perti- 
nent to illuſt rate and confirm what hath been 
22 1 tion, I ſhall here tranſcribe. © In the 
mation! ** Suſception of Holy Orders F Two 


{aid concerning the Nature of Ordina- 


* Things are done: Fir, The Per- 
ſons Ordained are ſolemnly dedicated to the Ser- 
vice of Gov and his Church. 

* Conſequently, they cannot renounce their 
Order without Sacrilege ; which has always 
been reckon'd one of the blackeſt Crimes, when 
only Inaminate Things, ſuch as Go p's Temple, 
and the Sacred Utenſils conſecrated there have 
been prophaned ; and mult be aggravated to a 
much higher Pitch, when Rational Creatures 
whoſe Value is far greater in the Sight of Gon, 
are alienated from him. 

** Secondly, They who are Ordained receive Au- 
thority from GO p, in whoſe Name the Bio 
puts his Hands upon them: And Authority con- 
fer'd by Go p can be deſtroy'd, or reſumed by 
none but GO p, or one commiſſioned by him for 


+ Bellarm. Controverſ, Tom. 3. Lib. 2. Cap. 18, 19, 20 


. 20. | 
* Kemmiii: Examen Concilit Tridentini, de Sacramentis in ge- 


gere, Sf ſſio. 7. Can. . 
Dr. Potrer's Diſcourſe of the Church. Chap. 5. pag. 205. 
cc 
that 


P 
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© that purpoſe. Conſequently, ſince Go p hath 


« no where ſignify'd, That the Character which 
« HE confers on Perſons admitted into Holy 


1 Orders, ſhall expire before their Death, we 
1 might ſafely conclude, though we had no other 
( Reaſon for it, that it is perpetual, fuch as cannot 
(de + forfeited by any Misbeheaviour, nor ta- 
: © ken away by any Authority but that which 
d 5 gave it. 5 | 
, From the Premiſes I conclude, that 

Ordination is a ſolemn Separation of a meet 
berſon from the Number of the Laity to the ſacred 
: Wl Office of the Miniſtry, and thereby Inveſting him 
n I vith 4 bority for, and Obligation to the Duties of 


that Relation. 


1 And the Conſequence of this is, That Ordina- 
o nation is to be conſider'd in the preſent Diſpute as 
. an Ordina y Means of Order and Regularity, in- 
. ſtituted ) Chriſt in Subordination and Sublervi- 
ency © A Higher End, which is that General and 
er perpetually obliging Command of God both in 
ys Natural and Revealed Religion, That the Work of 
_ the Miniſtry ſhall be performed to the End of the World. 
le, And cheretore no ſuch Neceſſity for the Regular 
5 performance of this Action, much leſs for an Un- 
„ merrupted Succeſſion of ſuch Ordination, can 
es, with any Reaſon be urged, as ſhall intefere with 
_ the Reaſons and End of its Inſtitution. But of this 
nore under my laſt Queſtion. 


+ See this more fully explained in the Author, 


—— 
* 


QugsTION V. 
Q. Who are the Regular Ordainers? 


fnſw, HE Regular Ordainers are the moſt 
Eminent Miniiters of the Goſpel, or 
Paltors of the Church in all Times and Places, by 

| (3 2 what 


N |! - The Cs E of Queſt, V. 
what Names, or Titles ſoever dignified or di. 
ftinguiſhed. N | 
1. This is agreeable to Reaſon. What the Or. 
dainers Work is hath been ſhewn, in anſwer to the Ml U. 
foregoing Queſtion, viz. To judge of the Fitne M. 
of the Perſons to be Ordained, and ſolemnly to Ml x f 
Inveſt them in that Office. Now as in Phyſick, 
Law, Cc. the moſt Eminent in thoſe Profetlion Ml ti; 
are the propereſt Judges of the Abilities of thoſe Ml nc 
that are Candidares ror Admiſſion into thoſe Pro- h 
feſſions, and by their Publick Approbation, wil 40 
with the greateſt influence recommend them to Ml 1 
judicious People; fo in the Caſe before us with a zi 
much more reaſon as the Works to be performed Ml te 
are of greater Conſequence, that is, as the Souls Ml th 
and the Eternal Intereſts of Men are more valu-M R 
ble than their Bodies, or Temporal Eſtates, Na- ve 
ture dictates that a proportionable Care ſhould be MW y 
taken in the Admiſſion of Perſons into that Office, v 
by which they are intruſted with the Guidance, Ml it: 
and Direction of Men in the Affairs of their Im. I 
mortal Souls. And conſequently the moſt emi- M o 
nent for Experience, Learning, and Authority, a Ml tt 
they muſt be ſuppoſed the fitteſt Judges of the Ml i 
Qualifications of Perſons to be admitted into this 
Office, ſo can they with an advantage proportio- f. 
nable to their Eſteem in the World, eſpecially WM 1c 
when acting in concurrence with one another, N y 
enforce the Duties of this weighty Charge up- 1: 
on the Conſciences of the Perions Ordained Ml l 
thereto, and encourage them with comfort to un- r 
dertake and excute this Office, and the People MW t 
readily, and reſpectfully to receive them. This WM \ 
and no more does Reaſon ſuggeſt concerning ths ! 
Matter from the Nature of the thing. [ 
2+ I proceed next to ſhew, how conſonant the IM © 
forementioned Indefinite Propoſition is to the Na- 
ture and Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion 


Ti 
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The Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion moſt 
eminently ſhines forth in the Primitive Simplicity 
of its Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline, and it's 
Uſefulneſs to promote the General Happineſs of 
Mankind. The Eſſentials thereof are ſecured by 
a few, plain, neceſſary, and sſeful Precepts, and Inſti- 
tytions ; but for the Accidentals, and Circumſtan- 
tials, Scripture for the moſt part gives us only Ge- 
neral Rules [eſpecially theſe Four. Let all things 


he done decently, and in order. 1 Cor. 14. 40. Let 


all be done to Edifying. 1 Cor, 14. 26. Give no Offence. 
1 Cor. 10. 32. Do all to the Glory of God. 1 Cor. 10. 
11.) leaving Particulars very much to Human De- 
termination. And our Saviour's Deſign herein was 
that his Religion being conſonant to the higheſt 
Reaſon, might the better be accommodated to the 
various Circumſtances of Time, Place, &c. and ſo meet 
with an eaſier Reception in the World. A Deſign 
worthy of, and commenſurate to the Wiſdom of 
its great Author, and ſuch as clearly beſpeaks its 
Divinity. Indeed were not the Chriſtian Religion 
of ſuch a Catholick Nature, it would want one of 
the beſt and moſt powertul Recommendations to 
the Senſe, and Reaſon of Mankind. | 

Upon this all ſenſible and learned Men have 
founded that Great and Ulcful Diſtinction in Theo- 
logy between Things fundamentally neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, and Things acceſſory and appendent, only re- 
lating to the External Polity of the Church, and 
left to prudential Determinations according to the va- 
riety of Circumſtances, with which the Reaſons of 
their Uſe do alter. The grave and judicious 
Mr. * Hooker, hath ſpoken like a true Catholick 
Proteſtant upon this Subject.“ All ſuch things 
[as are neceſſary to Salvation] if the Scripture 
did not comprehend, the Church of God ſhould 
not be able to meaſure out the Length, and 


* 


F Eccleſiaſtical Polity, Lib. 3. Sed. 3. „ 
* Breadeh 


Breadth of that Way wherein ſhe is to walk. Ml: ch 
Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks never ceaſing ſome 
to enlarge, ſome to abridge, all to peryer; 
and obſcure the ſame. But as for thoſ 
things that are acceſſory hereunto [amy 
which in the next Page, be reckons Things of External 
Regiment in the Church] © thoſe Things that ſo 
_ ©© belong to the Way of Salvation, as to alter 
them, is no otherwiſe to change that Way, than 
a Path is changed only by altering the upper. 
* moſt Face thereof, which be it laid with Gravel, 
© ſet with Graſs, or pav'd with Stone, remaineth 
* fill the ſame Path; in ſuch Things, becauſe c 
* Diſcretion may teach the Church what is con. Nd. 
venient, we hold not the Church farther tyed 
* herein unto Scripture, than that againſt Scripture 
* nothing be admitted in the Church, left that 
*© Path which ought always to be kept even, do 
thereby come to be over-grown with Brambles Wl © 
% and Thorns. LT | = I 
And in the next Page he ſhews that this Aferti- Ml © 
on, viz. That the Scriptures have left the Circum- Wl © 
ſtantials of Religion to the Church's Diſcretion, Wl © 
doth not at all derogate from their Excellency and WW © 
Perfection. Nay, ſays he in another Place, 9. 11. W* 
* The Wiſdom or God as it ſhines forth in the “ 
© beautiful Variety of all Things, ſo more eſpeci- Wl © 
ally in the manifold and yet harmonious Aal. 0 
* tude of thoſe Ways, whereby his Church upon 
* Earth is guided from Age to Age throughout all Wl tc 
Generations of Men. : 
Upon this Foundation in the ſame Section, he 
vindicates the Reformed © Churches Abroad, 
* The Scripture of God is a Store-houſe abounding t 
* with ineſtimable Treaſures of Wiſdom andKnow- N 
* ledge in many kinds, over and above Things in 
* this one kind barely neceſſary: Yea, even 


1 Matters of Eccleſiaſtical Policy are not herein WM 


cc 


ting irre n 


Te = _ 0 8 
* AY 8 
2 * 


-Y* A 


-. > 3 
FF 


1 „ n N 
ra 


FG 
— * 


**» 
* 
7 
ah rhe hn OK, 
— 


— 9 Rs ů ů ů —³m —⅜ 
* E N b = n 
2 


—— — 
; mg ORG 

o N A 2 
RT - | 0 : : 


= =_ _ o 3 1 8 
1 . \ PETTY TE? \ 
— ny * Tn : x Sd, "4400 2 Ne 
= 2 5 ns _ * 1 1 2 — = \ 4 1 1 _——_— 
10S one Ghar you ps l þ a — — 
— 


n 
Spit Ss 
— 


PORE — 
* here 


* 


N rr 
p ao” os ai 1 1 ba 
at. . eee | 
K — 
— 2 . — 
: 


© omitted, but taught alſo, albeit not fo taught 35 Wl: 
| E S thole 
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« thoſe other Things before mention d. [viz. Mat- 
« ters of Faith and Salvation] For ſo perfectly are 
« thoſe Things taught, that nothing ever can be 
e „ added, nothing ever ceaſe to be neceſſary; theſe 
on the contrary fide, as being of a far other Na- 
al W* re and Quality, not ſo ſtrictly, nor everlaſting- 
lo iy commanded in Scripture, but that unto the 
« W* compleat Form of Church Polity much may be 
an WM © requiſite which the Scripture teacheth not, and 
- „much which it hath taught become unrequiſite, 
|, WM * ſometimes becauſe we need not uſe it, ſometimes 
t alſo becauſe we Cannot. In which reſpect for 
e WW © my own part, although I ſee that certain Refor- 
. med Churches, the Scottiſh eſpecially and French, 
ed WM © have not that which beſt agreeth with Scripture, 
rc I mean the Government that is by Biſhops, in as 
at WW much as both thoſe Churches are fallen under a 
do , different kind of Regiment, which to Remedy it 
les is for the one altogether too late, and too ſoon 
(for the other, during their preſent Affliction; 
t. © this their Defect and Imperfection I had rather 
m. © lament in ſuch a Caſe, than exagitate, conſider- 
n, “ ing that Men oftentimes without any Fault of 
their own, may be driven to want that kind of 
1. Polity which is beſt, and to content themſelves 
wich that, which either the irremediable Error of 
former Times, or the Neceſſity of the preſent hath 
i WM caſt upon them. 
have been the larger out of this great Author, 
to convince ſome narrow Men of this Age that there 
is not that neceſſary Connexion between the 
maintaining the Validity of their Miniſtry, who 
want Epiſcopal Ordination, and detracting from 
the Excellency and Expediency of Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment, as they imagine, or pretend to be ap- 
prehenſive of. a | | 

As for that old popular Argument for the Neceſ- 
ity of Chriſt's having determined in Scripture a 
particular immutable Form of Church Government 
EE drawn 


48 ' The CasE of Queſt, 


drawn 2 fortiori from the Compariſon between Mp. 
ſes his Faithfulneſs in his Houſe as a Servant, and 
Chriſt's as a Son; this has been ſo fully and yet 
conciſely anſwerd by two Learned Pens, 
* Mr. Hooker, and | Dr. Stillingfleet, that to abridge 
Here would be to corrupt; therefore mult refer my 
Reader, that deſires Satisfaction herein, to the Ay. 
. - 

There is one very plauſible Objection behind, 
which hath been manag'd with abundance of Af. 
ſurance, viz. That we meet with no Inſtance in 
all Antiquity, of Presbyters Ordaining in Fixed 
Chnrches, but that it is condemn'd and cenſur', 
To this I anſwer, (I.) As to the Matter of Fact, 
ſuppoſing the Objectors to be better vers'd in An- 
tiquity than I pretend to be, and that it be true, 
I am heartily glad of it, and ſo would the firſt Re- 
formers abroad, Luther, Calvin, &c. have been, that 
they might not have been reduc'd to the unhappy 
Neceſſity of breaking in upon the ancient, laudabl 
Cuſtoms of the Church, as appears by the honour- 
able mention that they make in their || Writings of 
Epiſcopal Government. But then as they did not 
think ſo, 1 hope the Objectors do not mean that 
nothing is Lawful for which we have not a Prece- 
dent in Antiquity, or that the Authority of anci- 
ent and general Practice ought to be oppos'd to the 
great ultimate End of all Poſitive Inſtitutions, which 
is the Edification of the Church. 2. To the latter 
part of the Objection, beſides what * Dr. Feil 
hath ſaid to this Point, I anſwer, That we are to 
conſider the Grounds of this Cenſure, and here 
St. Cyprian's Accuſation of Novatuss Presbyter is ve. 
ry confiderable. He complains in his 49th Epiſtle, 


* Eccleſiaſtical Polity, Lib. 3. &. 2. 
+ Irenicum, Part II Chap. 4. 


See Mr. Maſon's Delerce of the Ordination of the Ro- 
form'd Churches abroad. F. 5. 6. 


* See Queſt. VI. §. 4. 
| “ That 


* 


10- „ That Novatus his Presbyter had Ordain'd Felz- 

nd . heiſemus Deacon without bis Knowledge or 

vet N permiſſion. Now had it been the receiv'd O- . 

a, pinion of the Church in St. . eee Time, that 

Se Ordination was by Chriſt's Inſtitution inſeparably 

ny annex'd to the Epiſcopal Function, this Good Fa- 

u: ther would have given another Reaſon for his Ac- 
cuſation of this Act of Novatus, viz. That it was 

0, Wl cone contrary to the exprefs Precept of his Great 

1 Maſter. b it G 


It was ſo, and deſerv'd to be ſeverely - Anf. 


a Wl cenſur' d. But then every Irregularity is 
py not a Nullicy, and as much is here plainly imply d. 
1 For if Cyprian's Permiſſion would ſerve, then Ordi- 


1 this good Reaſon, Becauſe no Diſpenſation can 
5 teach to Matters of Divine Right. 81.6 
” Upon the Whole then, unleſs a plain Precept 


de enn be produc'd out of Scripture, affixing Ordina- 
bon inſeparably to any particular Eccleſiaſtical 
"" WY Officers of what Denomination ſoever, excluſive 
fall others, the Premiſes will hold good; and it 
i as great a piece of Vanity as Preſumption, for 


Men to apply their Meaſures of Fitneſs or Con- 

1 gruity to the Actions of God. T Mr. Hooker has 

„ Very handſomly expos'd ſuch ſort of Perfons : * 28 
þ 


for thoſe marvelous Diſcourſes, whereby they 
© adventure to prove that God muſt needs have 
done what they imagine was to be done: I 
vo WY © muſt confeſs I have often wonder'd at their ex- 
H ** ceeding 


86268 


at + Eccleſiaſt. Polity, Lib, 3. §. 2. Concluſ. 
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„ ceeding Boldneſs herein. When the Queſtion be, 
is, Whether God hath delivered in Scripture 
& (as they affirm he hath) a compleat, particula: M7” 
<<, immutable Form of Church: Polity ; why take C 
they that other both preſumptuous and ſuper. une 
e fluous Labour to prove he ſhould have done i: Nuxe 
«© there being no Way in this Caſe to prove the Mort 
©, Deed of God, ſaving only by producing thy Pert 
Evidence wherein he hath done it: But if there fide 
© be no ſuch Thing apparent upon Record, they fle 
do as if one ſhould demand a Legacy by For 0g 
and Virtue of ſome written Teſtament, where. ben 
in there being no ſuch thing ſpecify'd, he plead; FR 
that there ic muſt needs be, and bringeth Argu- 
ce ments from the Love or Good-Will which EA! 
* ways the Teſtator bore him; imagining thai” 
** theſe or the like Proofs will convict a Teſtament 
© to have that in it, which other Men can ng abe 
e where by Reading find. = 
From whence I would obſerve, That ſince no- Is 
thing can be inferred, of what Chriſt muſt do 
from his Relation to his Church, but what is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the Being of it; as for all thoſe 
things that relate to its External Polity, theſe be 
ing in their own Nature Temporary, we can 
judge no more of the Neceſſity of their Inſtitut: 
on, than as we find them clearly reveal'd in Scrip- 
ture. And therefore hither the Plea mult be re 
miov'd.: But here I ſhall nor proſecute it, till the 
Contending Parties can agree in the Terms ol 
their Diſpute, wiz. Church, Biſhop, Presbyter, &c. 
and in what Relation the particular Eccleſiaſtical 
Officers, to whom they would appropriate Ordr 
nation as of Divine Right, ſtand to the Church 45 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles in Ordination. Til 
this be done, (which is not ſo eaſy as ſome imagine) 
all Argumentation from hence is like skirmiſhing 
in the Dark, wherein the Contending Parties ma), 


and generally do fall foul upon one another, 3 
as 
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„de Loſs of Mutual Charity, and the Diſturbance 
of the Church's Peace, but feldom get nearer the 


* Truth, or one another in an amicable Way. 
i, Conſidering then the great Variety of Opinions 
f mongſt Learned Men in this Controverſy, who 


have wanted neither Diligence to enquire, nor Op- 
the portunities of Information herein, as far as the Im- 
bu erfect Hiſtories of the firſt Ages can afford; con- 
| idering alſo the many incident Difficulties that a- 


0 riſe in this Search, and laſtly the extenſive Know- 
5 kdge that is requir'd in order to the determining 
re. Nef this Controverſy, vix. A good Acquaintance 
a0 With the Conſtitution of the Jewiſh Synagogue, 


" according to which Model *ris agreed that particu- 
ar Churches were fram'd, and the Form of the 


hy IG! Government of the Empire, toFwhich the 
en Covernment of the Church was accommodated ; 
no 000 we lay all this together, I think it cannot be 

unreaſonable to conclude, That the Deciſion of 
no: tis Controverſy concerning the External Polity of 


the Church cannot be of ſuch abſolute Neceflity ro 


2 tne Church's Peace and Unity, as the Maſters of 
ole Ws would repreſent it. Indeed 'tis hard to re- 
he. Nroncile it to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, 


Wat he ſhould place the Unity and Peace of the 
Church upon ſo precarious and uncertain a Foun- 
Cation as the Agreement and Uniformity of Mens 


p- wg 80 8 N 
2 Opinions in Matters ſo indefinitely ſpoken of in 
tee Scriptures. And if to all this we add the Con- 
of ration of the Chriſtian Religion, not only as 
Nc. Manly and Rational Inſtitution, diſingag'd from 
cal Woke ſervile Rites and Ceremonies that the Fewiſh 
cdi. Nas clog'd with, but, as in its own Nature, Cas 
e and Extenſive, like the great Author of it, 


and ſo wiſely accommodated to the various Cir- 
umſtances of Time, Place, &c. in the World, and 
not as the Tex-iſh was, confin'd to a narrow Spot 
if the Earth, and peculiarly adapted to the Tem- 
fer and the Civil Conſtitution of that Nation, 

8 H 2 thele 
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theſe Conſiderations: naturally lead us to aſſent to. 
and acquieſce in that Catholick Propoſition laid 
down in Anſwer to this Queſtion, as a. ſuffcien 
and indeed the only Security for the Continuation of 
the Miniſtry in the different Times and Places, 


and the various Revolutions of Providence in the 
World. 8 | 15 


K IEIET — 


3 wh 


Qvzrsrion VE 
8 Q. In what Capacity doth a Biſhop Ordain? 


Unding myſelf in a great meaſure happily pre: “ 

"2 vented in my Enquiry into this Particular by Wl © 

a: Learned Author, Mr. Francs Maſon, in his D. 

fence of the Ordination of the Proteſtant Miniſters beyol'M i 

the Seas, (concerning which Book Dr. Bernard, in © 
The Fudgmunt of Arch. Biſhop Uſher of the Ordination i 

the Reformed Churches abroad, publiſh'd by him in 

1658, tells us p. 119, That he hath been aſſurd, Ml © 

** that it was not only the Judgment of Biſhop Own: 


all, but that he had a principal Hand in it.) 1 © 
ſhall. firſt give a ſummary Account of what this 
Reverend and Learned Champion of the Church,. 
of England, hath advanc'dupon this Subject againit i 
his Popzſh Adverſary; for at that Time no Proteſtaw WM © 
appear d on that fide of the Controverſie. ; 

Paſling over what is alledg'd by our Author in 


the 6 firſf Sections, in Vindication of the Reformed 
Divines from the Odious Appellation of Aerians, by 
. | giving 
Written as an Appendix to his Defence of the Miniſtry o 
the Church of England againſt the Papiſts, and Publiſh'd in ths 
Oxford Collection, Printed in 1641. Entitled CERTAIN 
BRIEF TREATISES, Written by diverſe Learned Men 
concerning the Ancient and Modern Government of the 
CHURCH. Wherein both the Primitive Inſtitution of E. 
PISCOPACY is maintain'd, and THE LAWFULLNED 
OF THE ORDINATION of the PROTEST ANT Ml 
NISTERS teyond the Seas is likewiſe defended, 


— 


— 


giving us A true account of the Nature of- Aerius his 
Herelie, and producing ſeveral Teſtimonies of the 
Reformed Writers abroad, approving: the Form 
of Epiſcopal Government, I proceed to the main 
Diſpute, §. 7. Philodoxus (under which Name is re- 
prelented the Popiſh Dialogiſt) forms his Argument 
againſt the Reformed Churches abroad, thus. 
« If a Presbyter, as he is a Presbyter, were endued 
© with intrinſical Power and Ability to Ordain, 


« and were reſtrain'd from the Execution of it only 


* by the Church for Diſcipline fake, then perad- 
© yenture his Ordination might be tolerable in 
(Caſe of invincible Neceſſity. But neither hath 
pre. Bl © a Presbyter ſuch Power, neither was the Caſe 
by © of the Reformed Churches a Caſe of Ne 
D.. 8. Here Mr. Maſon deſires his Adverſaries Reſo- 
ol lution of this Queſtion. ©* By what Power a Biſhop 
in WM © is intrinſecally enabled to give Orders? 
mo To this Philodoxus replyes, That the Collati- 
in © on of Orders is not from Furisdiction, but from 
ch © the Power of Order. But what Order? Not 
ver. © from the Prieſthood alone, for then every Pres- 
) [i © byter ſhould have Power to give Orders 
hs © Not from the Epiſcopal conſider d alone and 
ch © apart from the Prieſthood. For the Biſhoprick 
nl Wl © without the Prieſthood (faith “ Bellarmine) is ſo 
ul © far from being a Superior Order, that indeed 
© it is a meer figment in the Mind. Therefore 
in he replyes in the Words of + Gregory de Valentia. 
v4 That a Biſhop .ordains Prieſts by virtue of his 
by Wl Epiſcopal and Presbyterial Power conjunct. 
ns 8.9. Upon this Principle of the Papiſts refer- 
- of ing Ordination to the Sacrament and Character 
tte il of Order, Mr. Maſon here vindicates Ordination 
ING by Presbyters, by proving from abundance of 


3 Teſtimonies amongſt their moſt eminent Writers. 
13 8 . 0 
ES O De Sacramento Ord. cap. 5. §. 16. 


I ＋ Jom. 4. diſt. 9. 9. J. p. 4+ reſp. ad arg. 1. 


That 
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That Epiſcopal Conſecration, is neither a $. 
c crament, nor imprinteth a Character. 
He begins with the Maſter of the Sentence, 

lib. 4. dit. 24. Sunt & alia quædam non Ordinum, &c. 
There are | beſides the Seven Orders before deſcri- 
bed] other Names not of Orders, but of Dignity. Tu 

4 Biſhop is a Name both of Dignity, and Office. || Bo- 
naventure. The Epiſcopal Function only ſuperaddeth 
Eminency to the Prieſthood, which is the moſt perfet 

| Order. Thomas Aquinas. Supplem. 3. part. . 40. 
| art. 5. Durandus in lib. 4. Sent. diſt. 24. J. 6. Do- 
minicus Soto. | 
Epiſcopatus non eit Sacramentum Ordinis, eſt tamen 
Ordo, h. e. Dignitas & Gradus altior Sacerdotio, i. e. 
be Biſhop-ſhip is not a Sacrament of Order, and jet it 
is an Order, that is, an higher Dignity and Degree 
than Prieſthood, to which certain eminent Offices art 
annexed. Richardus in 4. Sent. diſt. 24. art. 5.4.2 
+ Aureolus, proves that the Epiſcopal Function is 
not ſuperiour to the Prieſthood, becauſe as it ii 
diſtinguiſhed from the Prieſthood, it hath no ſuperiour Act, [/ 
For the Act of @ Biſhop as he differeth from a Prieſt is ( 
ro Ordain, and the Act of a Prieſt as he differeth from a F 
Biſhop, is to make the Body of Chriſt which is far tht 1 
( 


more worthy. 


I need produce no more School-Men, (faith 


Mr. Maſon) upon the Maſter of the Sentences, be- 
* cauſe * Navarrus ſaith, there are only Seven 
Orders, according to the common Opinion of 
© Divines, affirming, That the Firſ# tonſure, and 
% Biſhoply Function are not Orders but Offices. 
Philodox. © Surely the Canoniſts do hold the Epiſ- 
© copal Function to be an Order. To this Mr. Ma- 
fon replyes, That all the Canoniſts are not of that 
ib. Sent. diſt. 24. q. 3. art. 2. == 
* Lb. 4. Sent, diſt. 24. q. 2. art. 3. 


+ Tib. 4. Sent, diſt. 24. q. 1. art. 2. 
* Navar. in Manuali. c. 22, numb. 18. 


Opini- 


RS TER. dts. 2” Eh. a, 
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Opinion. And here he cites, f Gratian, affirming, 
That before the advancing of the Epiſcopal Office, [which 
he ſays, was made for a remedy againſt Schiſim] the 
Names Biſhop, and Presbyter were altogether of the ſame 

Siqnification, and the Adminiſtration was common. | 
And a little after Mr. Maſon ſhews the Diffe- 
rence between the School-Men and the Canoniſts, 
as to the Number of Orders to be merely Nomi- 
nal. The Divines do only conſider Orders in 
relation to Sacrifice, in which reſpect a Biſhop 
« and a Presbyter are not diſtinguiſhed ; but the 
«© Canoniſts conſider them as they make an Hie- 
« rarchy, and therefore they rightly diſtinguiſh a 
“ Biſhop from a Presbyter in reſpe& of Regi- 
* ment. §. 11. He proceeds to cite more Autho- 
ities, Toſtatus, Armachanus, Gerſon, Alphonſus de ca- 
fro. Fabius Incarnatus. Petrus Caniſius, and at laſt he 
quotes || Medina, a Principal Biſhop of the Coun- 


cil of Trent, affirming it to be the Opinion of 


Ferom, Ambroſe, Auſtin, Sedulius, Primaſins, Chry- 
ſoſtom, Theodoret, Theophyla&, that the Names Bi- 
ſhop and Presbyter were therefore uſed promif- 
cuouſly in Scripture, becauſe a Biſhop and a Pres- 


byter, were one and the ſelf ſame thing, in reſpect 


of the Power of Order. 


Io crown all, he ſnews the Judgment of the 


whole Church of Rome in this Affair, as tis expreſs d 


in the Catechiſinus Romanus, ſet out by the Decree 
of the Council of Trent, and the Command of Pope 


* Pius V. where Seven Orders are reckon'd up, the 


122 


—- 


+ Diſt. 93. Cap. Legimus. | - | 
|| Michael de Medina de Sacrorum hominum Origine © Contenen- 
la, I. 1. c. 5. 


* Docendum igitur erit boſce omnes Ordines Septenario nume- 


0 comtineri, ſemperq; ita ab Ecclefia Catholica traditum efſe ; 


Cuorum nomina hxc ſunt, Oſtiarius, Lector, Exorciſta, Acolytus, 


Subdiaconus, Di aconus, Sacerdos. Catechiſm. ex Decreto Con- 


eil. Trident, ad Parochos. De Ordinis Sacramento. 


Names 
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Names whereof are. The Door Keeper, Lechur 
Exoreiſt, Acolyte, Subdeacon, Deacon, and Prieſt. 
FS. 14. Mr. Maſon ſhews how Bellar mine after a grey 
deal of ſhuffling and cutting in this Buſineſs, when 
he comes to put his laſt hand to his Controverſies 
acknowledges the Identity of the Order of Biſhop 
and Presbyter. Ubi dixi Epiſcopatum & Presbyteratuy 
eſſe Unum Ordinem, ſed Genere non Specie ; & paulo in. 
Fra, Epiſcopos & Presbyteros ipſe duas ſpecies Sacerdotum; 
rectius dixiſſem eſſe unum Ordinem ſed Gradus dives, | 
$. 15. He anſwers his Adverſaries Obje&ion fron MI" 
the Preface to the Book of Ordination in the Church Kol 
of England, (where Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacon 1% 
are faid tobe Three Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt; ſte 
Church) thus, Becauſe as the Canoniſts call it Sebi 
FEpiſcopacy] an Order in reſpe& of Regimen, 
and the School-men deny it as Order is a Sacra. bt 
© ment. So becauſe a Biſhop is ſet apart with Im- by 
<< poſition of Hands, to Publick Employment in 
© Eccleſiaſtical Government, the Church of Es. 1 
* gland with your Canoniſts call it an Order, a .“ 
_<* Deaconſhip, and Prieſthood. To which you : 
© may the rather be induced, becauſe the Form of 
% Making Biſhops, is never called Ordering, but 

“ Conſecrating. . 

And here he produces | Bonaventure confirming 
his Interpretation. F. 16. To the Queſtion of P. Mc: 
lodoxus. What does a Biſhop receive in his Con- e 
< ſecration? Mr. Maſon replies from the Authori- We : 
ties aforecited, © That he receives a Sacred Ofice, Ne 

( 


& an Eminency, a Furisdiction, a Dignity, a Degree f . 
& Eccleſiaſtical Preheminence — Wherefore ſeeing a 

© Presbyter is equal to a Biſhop in the Power of Wc. 
* Order, he hath equally intrinſecal Power to give Wc. 
.* QArters. 
Which he proves in the next Section by the Con- 


feſſion of the Remiſh Divines; Armachanus, * _ 
| a, 
: + In Sent, lib. 4. dit. 24. p. 2. art. 2. J. 3. Reſp. ad CJ. 
* Lib 4. Sent. Diſt. 23. Att. 2. | 
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Jus, Omni: Forma ex quo eft in Actu, &c. Every Form 
a much as it is in Act hath Power to communicate it 
lf in the ſame kind. Therefore every Prieſt hath Power 
ſintrinſecally ] to celebrate Orders. Why then doth he 


64 wr ? Becauſe their Power is reſtrain d by the Decree of 
Je Church. 2 | 

P Whereupon when a Biſhop is made, there is not given 
* into him any new Power, but the former Power being 


bindred is ſet at Liberty: As a Man, when the Act of 
Reaſon is hindred, and the Impediment is remou'd, there 
is not given unto him any new Soul. Antonius de 
Roſellis. Quilibet Presbyter, & Presbyteri ordinabant 
indiſcrete, & Schiſmata oriebantur, &c. Every Preſ= 
mY Vila and Presbyters ordain'd indifferently, and there aroſe 
Schiſms. Peter, with other of the Apoſtles, reſtrain'd the 
Power of the Character: ſo that Presbyters might not in- 


a lifferently confer all Sacraments, but they reſerv'd ſome to 
5 thoſe whom they created in Cities and Provinces, whom 
in they called Biſhops. „ 
From hence Philodoxus argues, Was the advan- 
„. ciag of Biſhops the Reſtraint of Presbyrers, then 
* they were reſtrain d Jure Divino, becauſe the 


E Preheminence of Biſhops is Jure Divino. To 
this Mr. Maſon, If you mean by Jure Divino, 
* that which is according to Scripture, then the 
* Preheminence of Biſhops is Jure Divino. Second- 
. h, If by Fure Divino you mean the Ordinance 
* of God, in this Senſe alſo it may be ſaid to be 


n. 9. Nl 

ri- 2 Ture Divino. For it is an Ordinance of the A- 

5 poſtles, whereunto they were directed by God's 
3 


6 „ Pirir, even the Spirit of Prophecy, and conſe- 

* quently the Ordinance of Gd. 

of MY. But if by Jure Divino you underſtand a Law 

ve . and Commandment of God, binding all Chri- 
: ſtian Churches univerſally, perpetually, and un- 

n. angeably, and with ſuch abſolure Neceſſity, 

_ that no other Form of Regiment may in any 


W 


— Oe Tote}! ate Imperat. © Pape, Par. IV. Cap. 18. - 
EF. * Cals 


l 
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* Caſe be admitted; in this Senſe neither may ws 
© grant it, nor can you prove it to be Jure Divino 
From the Premiſes Mr. Maſon concludes thus: 
© Wherefore ſeeing a Presbyter and a Biſhop do 
© not differ in Order, but only in Prehemin 
* and Turisdition, as your ſelves acknowledge; 
« and ſeeing Calvin and Bexa had the Order oi 
% Prieſthood, which is the Higheſt Order in the 
* Church of God, and were lawfully choſen, the 
One after the Other, to a Place of Eminency, 
and endued with Jurisdiction derived unto them 
* from the Whole Church wherein they lived, you 
* cannot with Reaſon deny them the Subſtance of 
*© the Epiſcopal Office. 
** And whereinſoever their Diſcipline is defe- 
be ive, we wiſh them, even in the Bowels of 
& Chriſt Jeſus, by all poſſible Means to redreſs and 
& reform it, and to conform themſelves to the 
c Antient Cuſtom of the Church of Chriſt which ile 
© hath continued from the Apoſtle's Time, that fo Mii 
ce they may remove all Opinion of Singularity, Me 
“ and ſtop the Mouth of Malice it ſelf. to { 
Thus much for the Miniſters of the Reformed N for 
Churches abroad, wherein if you will not believe Nch 
us diſputing for the Lewfulneſs of their Calling, WO 
© yet you mult give us Leave to believe God him- Neid 
* ſelf from Heaven approving their Miniſtry, by t 
pouring down a Blefling upon their Labour. n 
ec Bleſs them {till, O Lord, and bleſs us, G Mc 
Amongſt other things very remarkable in this {WM 
excellent Diſcourſe, that Part of it where Mr. Ms WW” 
fon proves a Presbyter to be equal to a Biſhop in He 
the Power of Order, but that this Power is 7. 
ſtrain d, as to the Exerciſe upon Prudential Conli WW") 
derations, this, I ſay, deſerves thoroughly to be WE 
conlider'd, as what will tend in a great Meaſure thc 
to rectify our Notions of this Matter, by fugge WW" 
ſting to us a Neceſſary and Uſeful Diſtinction be- 
tween the Reſtraining the Common Power of 8 ar 
1 ni ſtern 


cc 
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« Wriſterial Office, as to the Execution by Poſitive 
Determinations of Prudence and Conveniency, 
{or the Order and Peace of the Church, and the 


: a 

10 WM Extinguiſhing or wholly taking away that Power to 
yo which a Miniſter of the Goſpel hath an Aptitudinal 
«Mor Fundamental Right, by the Original Charter of 
ha That ſuch Reſtrictions may lawfully be made, 
he and conſequently ſubmitted to for the better Edi- 


fication of the Church, which is moſt effectually 
em attained by a due Preſervation of Order, Unity, 
on Wand Diſcipline, is very evident from the Nature of 
of With Thing, and may be proved, ex abundanti, from 
the Obſervation in the Cloſe of the Firſt Queftion. 


fo. Tor if a Miniſter of Chriſt, who is in general Au- 
of Mihoriz'd and oblig'd by his Commiſſion to perform 
Ind the Whole Work of the Miniſtry, may yet, with- 
the MWout Imputation of Unfaithfulneſs in his Office, for 


the better advancing the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, 
to Menfne himſelf ro ſome particular Works, to which 
ity, ie hath a Special Call; much more may he ſubmit 
to ſuch Limitations when made by juſt Authority, 


mel for the better promoting of the Edification of the 
eve Church. But then as ſuch Reſtrictions are in their 
ing, Won Nature Temporary, and variable with the Ac- 


adental Circumſtances of the Church, their Obli- 
gation muſt of courſe ceaſe with the Reaſons and 
End of all ſuch Poſitive Inſtitutions, that is, when 
they interfere with the Church's Edification. 

And conſequently, in ſuch Caſes, the Impedi- 
mnt being remov'd, (which certainly may be done 


o in I nore effectually by the Signal Providence of God 
n Caſes of Neceſſity, than by any Human Autho- 
onli- Nit), as the Pope's Diſpenſation, &c. as Mr. Maſon 
o be iges, §. 19.) the Whole Power devolves upon 
ſure Mole who by the Charter of Chriſt have a Funda- 
gge· Mental Authority and Obligation to execute all the Parts 
- ot the Miniſterial Office, _ 
19 5 
rial I 2 Dr. 


bo Tybe Cas E of Queſt. 

Dr. f Feild, in the 39th Chapter of his Thin 
Book, vindicating the Reformed Churches abr 
from the Exceptions of the Papiſts, hath ſpoken ſe 
expreſly in Confirmation of this Point, that I he 
lieve it will not be eaſy to evade the Force of hi, 
| Reaſoning, but upon thoſe Principles which, | 
hope, are fully confuted under the Second Queſin 
He puts the Iſſue of the Controverſy upon the Re. 
ſolution of this Queſtion. © Whether the Power 
© of Ordination be ſo eſſentially annex'd to the Or. 
ce der of Biſhops, that none but Biſhops may in 
« ny Caſe Ordain? e 

In Proof of the Negative, he ſhews from thel 
concurring Teſtimonies of the moſt conſiderable 
of the Popiſh Writers, that © That wherein a B 
© ſhop excells a Presbyter, is not a Diſtint Orly, 
© ' but an Eminency and Dignity only,ſpecially yieldel 
© to One above all the Reſt of the ſame Rank for 
* Order ſake, and to preſerve the Unity and 
© Peace of the Church. Hence it follows tha 
many things, which in ſome Caſes Presbyter 
* may lawfully do, are peculiariy reſerv'd untg 
% Biſhops, as Hierom noteth, Potius ad honorem $i 
cerdotii quam ad Legis neceſſitatem; Rather for tht 
Honour of their Miniſtry, than the Neceſſity of an 
La If the Power of Order, or Authority to 
intermeddle in things pertaining to God's Ser 
vice, be the ſame in all Presbyters, and that 
* they be limited in the Execution of it only for Or 
der ſake, ſo that in * Caſe of Neceſſity, every c 
them may Baptize, and Confirm them who 
they have Bapriz'd, Abſolve, and Reconcll 
Penitents, and do all thoſe other Acts whit 
regularly are appropriated to Biſhops alone, ther 
is no Reaſon to be given but that in Caſe of Ne 
© ceflity {whether Moral or Natural] Presbyters 
ce as they may do all other Acts, whatſoever {pe 
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« (jal Challenge Biſhops in Ordinary Courſe make 
ce unto them, might do this alſo For in ſuch 
« Caſes, as the Care and Government of the 
© Churches is de bolv'd to the Presbyters remain- 
cc ing Catholick; and being of a better Spirit; ſo 
* the Duty of Ordaining ſuch as are to aſſiſt, or 
© ſucceed them in the Work of the Miniſtry per- 
« tains to them likewiſe—— Who then dare con- 
© demn all thoſe Worthy Miniſters of God that 
« were Ordain'd by Presbyters in ſundry Churches 


© ofthe World, at ſuch Time as Biſhops in thoſe 


parts where they liv'd, oppos'd themſelves a- 
* gainſt the Truth of God, and perſecuted ſuch as 
* profeſs'd it? | „ 5 
And in the next Page he tells us how the Fa- 
thers are to be underſtood, when they make void 
all ſuch Ordinations as are made by Presbyters, viz. 
* according to the Stridtneſs of the Canons in Uſe 
in their Time, and not Abſolutely in the Nature 
* of the Thing ; which appears in that they like- 
* wiſe make all Ordinations ſine Titulo to be 
void, &c.— Secondly, The Sayings of the 


_ © Fathers are to be underſtood regularly, not with- 


out Exception of ſome Special Caſes that may 
* fall out. | 

To this Teſtimony T might here add Biſhop 
Forbes, who in his Irenicam, cap. 11. hath, with 
good Learning and Judgment, fully prov'd the 
inity of the Patefthood, or the Identity of the 
Order of Biſhop and Presbyter, and applied the 
ſame in Vindication of the Reformed Churches a- 
broad, but to avoid Prolixneſs, ſhall refer the In- 
quiſitive Reader to the Author himſelf. 


* DO IT * 
1 * 


+ Mr. Maſon's Defence, &c. F. 7. It is one thing to be Void 
according to the Strictneſs of the Canon, and another to be Sim- 


ply Void in the Nature of the Thing. 


T Grotius 
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+ Grotius tells us expreſly, that there are but two 


Orders in the Eccleſiaſtical Officers in the Church 
of perpetual Continuance, Presbyters and Deacons. 
What Caſſander delivers as the received Opini- 
on of Papiſts and Proteſtants concerning this 
Matter, I ſhall give you in the Author's own Words, 
Convenit inter omnes olim Apoſtolorum tate, inter Epiſ- 
copos & Presbyteros nullum diſcrimem fuiſſe, ſed poſtmodum 
Ordinis ſervandi, &. Schiſmatis evitandi cauſa, Epiſco- 
pum Presbyteris fuiſſe præpoſitum cui ſoli Cheirotonia, id 
eff, Ordinandi poteſt as ſervata ſit, Conſtat etiam ſacros 
Ordines proprie dici Diaconatum & Presbyteratum, ut 
quos ſolos primitivam Eccleſiam in uſu habuiſſe legatur, 
id quod teſtatur Urbanus Papa, & annotarunt Chryſoſto- 
mus & Ambroſins in Epiſtolam Pauli ad Timotheum 
primam ex eo quod Epiſcopi Ordinationi ſtatim Diaconi 
Ordinationem ſubjjciar. EEE, 


Mr. Thorndike {peaking of thoſe Reformations 


in the Church that were made without Biſhops, 
hath theſe conſiderable Words. It ſeems that 
* Authority was not altogether wanting to the 
* Authors of ſuch Reformations being {till of 


* ſome Order in the Church. For Presbyters tho 
they ſucceed not the Apoſtles in the chief Au- 


C 
te 


* 


thority eſtabliſhed by them in all Churches, yet 
** their Office was from the beginning to aſſiſt in 
& the Government of thoſe Churches whereof 

they were made Presbyters, not by way of ex- 
* ecution of their Commands, but by 5 
* the ſame Power where they could not diſ- 


— 


Diaconorum. Pre sbyteros voca cum omni Eccleſia veteri eos, qui 
Eecleſiam paſcunt Verbi Prædicatione, Sacramentis, © Clavibus 
que Jure Divino ſu-t individua. Diaconos, eos qui Presby- 
ter is aliqua ex parte inſerviunt, ut Levite olim Sacerdotibus. 
Grotius de Imper. Sum. Pot. circa. Sacra. Cap. 10. S« I. 

* Conſultatzo Caſſundri. De Sacramento Ordinis. 


I Rights of the Church, pag. 295, 
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4 charge it themſelves, though with dependance 
e on them in all Matters not determined afore. 
Which Obſervation of Mr. Thorndike, is ſuppor- 
tel by the great Council of Nice (the moſt Re- 
verend Authority next to the Holy Scripture) 
who in their Epiſtle to the Church of Alexandria, and 
their Brethren in Egypt, Lybia and Pentapolis, de- 
creed thus concerning the Presbyters ordained by 
Meletius at Alexandria. © But they who by the 
Grace of God, and the Aſſiſtance of your Pray- 
«ers were found no Maintainers of Scbiſm, but 


« have contained themſelves within the Bounds of 


© the Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, untain- 
© ted with any Error; let theſe have || Authority 
© to Ordain Miniſters, and nominate ſuch Per- 
“ ſons as ſhall be thought worthy of the Cler- 
© &v.. 

[quote not this to prove that Presbyters might Or- 
dain without Biſhops, for this is againſt the Church 
Canons; but to ſhew that when they performed 
this Act either in Con junction with, or under the 
direction of Biſhops for Order fake, they did it 
authozitatively, or as exerciſing the ame Power 
with the Biſhops ; and conſequently this Act Fun- 
damentally belongs to the Prieftly Order, for this 
very good Reaſon, becauſe (as * Biſhop Forbes hath 
very well obſerved, © No Temporary Commiſſion 
can give the Original or Fundamental Power 
* of Ocdaining, this being in its own Nature per- 
* petual. Nor can any one lawfully Exerciſe 
* this Power by Delegation, unleſs he hath alrea- 


dy by Virtue of his Order, this Original Power 


|| 2Exzoiar Ear % Tegxachtte dl, & ropare iT] Afyav d E 
78 Ae. Bin. Concil, Nicen, Hom. 1. fol. 285. 

* Ordinands Poteſtas in habitu ſrue actu primo non datur per 
commiſſione m temporariam, quia eff natura ſuâ perpetua. Neque 
pote t cuiquam convenire poteſtatis hujus exercitium per delega- 


 lunem, niſi jam habeat virtute ſui Ordinis poteſtatem in Acta 


Jrimo, a CHRISTO ipſo immediate dcceptam, quando ipſe Or- 
dinabatur, Irenic, cap. 11. pag. 179. i 
| * received 
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received immediately from CHRIS r himſelf 
% % d in df He on A 
My laſt Authority upon this Head ſhalt be that 
of the Church of England in the Book of Ording. 
tion, whole Judgment concerning the Unity of the 
Prieſthood may very eaſily be collected, by com- 
paring the Prayer in the Form of Ordering Prieſt, 
after the Veni Creator, with the Prayer in the Form 
of Conſecrating Biſhops after the ſame Hymn. In the 
former the Congregation renders moſt hearty 
thanks and praiſe to Almighty God, © For that 
*© he hath vouchſafed to call hoſe his Ser vants there 
preſent to the ſame Office and Miniſtry appoin- 
ted for the Salvation of Mankind, as that of 
the Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Doctors, and Paſtors 
whom Chriſt after he had made perfect Redemp- 
tion by his Death, and was aſcended into Hea- 
ven, ſent abroad into the World. 

In the latter we have theſe Words. Almighty 
*© God and moſt merciful Father, who of thine 
infinite Goodneſs haſt given thine only and 
«© dearly beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, to be our Re- 
% deemer, and the Author of Everlaſting Life; 
* who after he had made perfect our Redemption 
* by his Death, and was aſcended into Heaven, pou- 
ce red down abundantly his Gifts upon Men, 
% making ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evan- 
e pelifts, ſome Paſtors, and Doctors to the Edify- 
ing and making perfect his Church. Grant, we 
*© beſeech thee, to This thy Servant ſuch Grace, that 
c he may be evermore ready to ſpread abroad thy 
Goſpel, the glad Tydings of Reconciliation 
with thee, and uſe the Authority given him, not 
to Deſtruction but to Salvation, not to hurt but 
to help; ſo that as a wiſe and faithful Servant, 
giving to thy Family their portion in due ſeaſon, he 
may at laſt be received into everlaſting Joy, &. 
From theſe two Places compared togecher, it 
ſeems nor unreaſonable to infer, that the SDentity, 

& 0 
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ic of the Order of Biſhop/and Presbycer wh Nag 
nent of che Church of England. Not but that it 


night, nay in all probability, was the Deſign of 


t the Apoſtles, at leaſt it is agreeable to the early 
15 practice of the Church, that Biſhops, or the Chief 
. Paſtors of the Church in the time and places be- 
” ing by what Names ſoever dignified or diſtin- 
3 ouiſhed, ſhould have the over-ruling and directive 
8 jaſpection in Ordinations, as Acts of moſt publick 


Concernment to the Church, for the preſervation 
) Wc order and Unity, and the better carrying fore 
ward the Intereſt of Chriſtianity. * As rhe Speak- 
er in the Houſe of Commons has a directive Pre- 
t {MW <dcncy over that Body, 'who et is not diverſified 
into a Diſtinct Order from the reſt, but is {till a 
fellow- Member of the ſame Houſe, tho' rais'd to 
. a painful and careful Degree amongſt them and 
above them. | EE. 

What the Opinion and Practice of the Church of 
England, with Reſpect to the Ordination of Foreign Di- 
d one, was in Q. Elizaberh's Time appears from a Li- 
e. Nane granted to a Scotebman, An. 1582. by Dr. Aubrey, 
, W: Civilian, who then exercis'd the Office of Vicar- 
n geral, being nominated thereto by the Queen, in 
u. che Time when Archbiſhop Grindal was under a 
S&queſtration. A Copy of this Licenſe in Engliſh 
„. ö in Mr. Strypes Life of Archbiſhop-Grindal. P. IL 
| Chap. 13. p. 271. 


* Foraſmuch as 0. — John Morriſon —— of the 
x Kingdom of Scotland, were admitied, and Ordain'd 
: to Sacred Orders and the Holy Miniſtry,by Tmpoſition of 
10 Hands according to the laudable Form and Rite of the 
Reformed Church of Scotland Me therefore — appro- 
ving and.ratifying the Form of your Ordination— 

c | . 8 . 
Grant to you 4 Licenſe and Faculty) that in ſuch 
Orders by you taken, yon may and have Power ——= 
* See Sir Ew. Deering's Speech in the Houſe of Commons, 
18 bh Jan, 1641, Aljo Biſhop Forbes's Irenicum, Lib. 2. Chap. 11. 
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tbroug bour the whole; Province of Canterbury, t «. Ml- 
 lebrate Divine Offices, to Miniſter the Sacraments, &c. pre 
From the Whole then I conclude the Anſwerto nel 
the Queſtion, © In What Capacity a Biſhop Or- ©" 
// ( „55 
That a Biſhop Ordains a Presbyter, as he is of in 
the Prieſtly Order, and not by Virtue of his Eri wht 
copal Dignity. According to the known Opinion 
of Archbiſhop Uſher, Ad Ordinem pertinet Ordinare Un 
quamvis ad Gradum Epiſcopatum Ordinationes regere; I 
belongs to the Prieſtly Order to ordain Prieſts, but to the Un 
Epiſcopal Dignity to preſide in Ordinations. Which is be! 
agreeable to the * Canons of the Council of Car. 10 
thage concerning Ordination. Where tis obſerya- (en 
ble, That the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction as fuch ſuffi 
ceth to Ordain a Deacon. But a Biſhop alone with. M* 
out the Concurrence of the Presbyters, might not Un 
Ordain a Presbyter, plainly intimating, that the ſe 
Biſhop ordaineth Presbyters as he is a Presbyter, his 
Prelacy giving him the Government of the Action. 
Whereby it was wiſely provided, that a Matter of 
ſo great Moment ſhould not be left to the Determi- 
nation of any ſingle Perſon ; That the Presbyrters 
ſhould be reſtrain'd from Ordaining without the 
Biſhop, who was always ſuppos'd to be a Perſon of 
the greateſt Dignity ; and yet that he ſhould not 
erform it Alone, to prevent his Claim to the Sole 
Power of Ozdination. . 
Should any Presbyter of a Setled Church, where 
ſuch à Canon is receiv'd and ratified by general Ap- 
probation and Practice, wilfully violate it, and 


* Conc. Carth. 4. Can. 3. Presbyter quum ordinatur, Epiſca" 
eum benedicente, & manum ſuper caput ejus tenente, etiam om. 
nes Presbyteri qui praſentes ſunt manus ſuas juxta manum Epiſcopi 
| ſuper caput illius teneant. Can. 4. Diaconus quum ordinatur (0- 

lus Epzſcopus qui eum benedicit, manum ſuper caput illius ponat, 
QUIA NON AD SACERDOTIUM, ſed ad MINISTER]: 
UM conſecratur, N. B. Theſe Canons are a Confirmation cf, 
and Comment upon much older Canons or Cuftoms 


pre- 


preſume upon any Pretence of Original or Funda- 
mental Right to Ordain, both the Ordainer and 
Ordained would deſerve a ſevere Cenſure; eſpecially 
were it done not only without the Knowledge; but 
in Oppoſition to the Biſhop, and that in an Age 
when the Biſhop's Houſe was the Nurſery of the 
Church, where Perſons were trained up under 
him, as their Father in God, for the Service of the 
Church, paſſing through ſeveral Degrees, as in a 
Univerſity. So that it is more ſtrange there ſhould 
„de found any willful Violaters of ſo wiſe and uſeful 


Ha canon, than that They ſhould be generally con- 
demn'd. VVV 


f But to ſuppoſe a Presbyter oblig'd by the Canon 
b. wt to Ordain duly qualify'd Perſons, where Or- 
dination from a Biſhop cannot be obtain'd, would 
i be to inſiſt on the Letter of the Canon, contrary 
ohe Senſe and Deſign of it. All Lawyers and 
Dirines are agreed, that the Senſe or Meaning of 
of the Law, is the Law: And muſt a Canon of the 
Church be Superſtitiouſly advanc'd above Reaſon, 
Law, and Scripture it ſelf ! Contrary to the Tem- 
ne per of the Goſpel, which always ſubjecteth Mat- 
of us of Order to Edification. oY 
o hould Presbyters be the Planters of Chriſtianity 
le n any Nation (as is ſuppos'd to be the Caſe of 
Satland, France, &c.) ſuch a Presbyter or Presby- 
ro ers would be not Jeſs oblig'd to Ordain Miniſters 
b br their Aſſiſtance in propagating Chriſtianity 
ad and ſetling Churches, than a Biſhop to Ordain 
presbyters, to aſſiſt him in a ſetled Church. 


000 5 
15 QugsTION VII. 


- o- C Whether an Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Regular Or- 
nt, WW dainers, whoever they be, be neceſſary to the true Be- 
ing of the Miniſtry? Neg. | 
Ecauſe the Opinion of the Neceſſity of an Un. 
interrupted Sueceſſion of Epiſcopal! Ordainers par- 
| K 2 N ticularly 
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68 The CAsE f Queſt. VII 
ticulariy to the Being of the Church, hath been ſo 
induſtriouſiy propagated by thoſe I am at preſent 

concern'd with (I hope not as it is the known 4. dire 
chilles of aur Common Adverſary the Papiſt) ang Ml Ch 
becauſe it hath ſo malignant a Tendency againſt Ml of: 
the Church and the Intereſt of Religion, I ſhall be 
ſomething large in its Confutation, and therefore 1 
muſt beſpeak my Reader's Candor, to make Al. MM is { 
lowanccs for ſome Repetitions, which the Imp. WM is | 
tance, not the Difficulty of the Subject, requires. 

One of the great Principles upon which the Pa- 
trons of Perſonal Succeſſion build this Hypotheſis of Ml the 
theirs (for I can give it no better a Name) is that Ml the 
Popular Notion of Conferring or Conveying Power in 
Ordination, in Conſequence of which they, infer WM © 
the Neceſſity of an Uninterrupted Succeſlion of Ml © 
Epiſcopal Ordainers, as the Conveyers of this 
Power, not obſerving that great and weighty Di- 

ſtinction between Giving and Conveying the Power 
cr Authority, and Deſigning or Nominating the 
Perſon, and Miniſterially Inveſting him in the Pol- 
ſeſſion of that Power which he receives immediate) 
from the Charter of Chriſt. But to this it hath 
3 ſpoken largely in Anſwer to the ſecond Que- 
ion. „ 

IT proceed now in fuller Confutation of this Hy- 
potheſis to ſne the Inconſiſtency of it with theſe 
following Conceſſions of all both Paris and Pr 
teſtants, at leaſt thoſe I am at preſent concern d 
with, vis. | N | 
I. That a Preſumptive Title is ſufficient to render 

the Adminiſtration of thoſe in ſede Valid. 
2. That a Man ought to be irvly baptized before 
he can be ordain d. : 

3. That a meer Lay-man cannot be made a Bi- 
ſhop. And here I ſhall endeavour to make it ap- 
pear to every unprejudic'd Perſon, that upon theſe 
Conceſſions the Doctrine of the Neceſſity of an 
uninterrupted Succefiion of Epiſcopal Olang 

8 3 
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in order to Convey Power, or an Authoritative 
Commiſſion in the Way of a Lineal Deſcent, hath a 
direct Tendency to deſtroy moft if not all the 
Churches in the World; fo that in Conſequence 
of this we muſt all turn Seekers to Day, and Infi- 
dels to Morrow. | OCT 
1. The firſt Conceſſion is, That a Preſumptive Title 
xs ſufficient to render the Adminiſtrations of thoſe 
in ſede Valid, and to entitle the People to a com- 
. fortable expectation of the Benefits of thoſe Mi- 
Pa-. niftrations; and the Neceſſity of this appears from 
« of Ml the following Caſes That of the Succeſſion of 
nat I the Fewiſb Prieſthood mentioned by * Dr. Hickes, 
in WM i; as follows. You know the Prieſthood was 
fer WM « Hereditary among the e and it is not un- 
o! Wl © reaſonable to ſuppoſe. that one Prieſt or other, 
his Wi © in ſuch a long Tract of Time might, without 
D- any ſuſpicion, have an adulterous Son; upon 
ver © which ſuppoſition, I believe you will not doubt, 
he i © that when he was at Age to adminiſter, God 
ol-W © would reckon him among the Prieſts, and ac- 
Wl © cept of his Adminiſtrations at the Altar; or if 
mo ſuch a one happen to be High-Prieſt in the 
very Holy of Holies, though if his Incapacity 
had been known, he muſt have been depoſed 

3- © from the Prieſthood. e = 
e The Caſes of thoſe that by Fraud, Faction, Vio: 
„ WT {:nce, forged Orders, &c. have obtruded them- 
10 felves upon the Miniſtry without any juſtifyable 
Call have been too notorious, and that feveral 
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er of theſe may never have been diſcovered cannot 
be deny d, nor yet that the Adminiſtrations of ſuch 

re are Valid to the People. = | 

1 And as for Succeſſion among the Papiſts, conſi- 


dering the many eſſential Requiſites in their Church 
0 to the making of true Prieſts, and Biſhops, tis a 
thing extreamly difficult, even next to impoſſible 
5, Letter to che Author of Zay-Bapriſm Invalid. 
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to be aſſured that they have true Biſhops or 


upon fallible and uncertain Grounds 
fo ſenſible of this, that in Anſwer to the Objecti- 


without Biſhops, and Presbyters. But who can certain 


bly certain, that thoſe whom we ſee are Our True Biſhops, 


they be thought thus by the Church. 


Men may talk in the heat of Controverſie, it is 


it is wholly invalid upon the Principles of Convey- 


"+ Controyerſ. Tom. 2. Lib, 3. Cap 10, 


Prieſts ; which Topick the clear headed Mr. Chil. 
lingworth, hath with abundance of Strength and 
Advantage retorted upon his Adverſary, objecting 
to the Proteſtants their making Salvation to depend 


Indeed | Bellarmine their great Champion was 
on againſt their Church, (viz. The Church cannot be 


know, who are true Biſhops and Presbyters when this di. 
pends upon the Intention of the Ordainer, and the inviſ. 
ble Character ; ) he acknowledgeth it to be a thing 
we cannot be reſolved on, whether our Paſtors 
have Poteſtatem Ordinis, & Furiſdictionis, that is, are 
true Paſtors: We have only a Moral certainty that they 
are true Biſhops. But then ſays he, That they ſit in 
Cbriſt's. Seat, and that we owe them Obedience, this may 
be known, and accordingly he ſays, We are infalli- 


and Paſtors. For to this neither Faith nor the Character. 
of Order, nor Lawful Election are requiſite, but only that 


From hence I obſerve, that whatſoever theſe 


not the Reality of a Succeſſion of true Biſhops, and 
Miniſters from them, but the Opinion of ſuch a Suc- 
ceſſion that is neceſſary. _ 
I proceed now to ſhew, that however true an 
juſt this Argument concerning the Sufficiency of a 
Preſumptive Title be in ſelf (as moſt certainly it is) 


ing Power. For if an Uninterrupted Succeſſion is 
neceſſary, in order to the Conveying Power, or an 
Authoricative Commiſſion ,this is moſt evident, that 
a Failure, or Defect in this Succeſſion muſt cut off the Wi 
Deſcent of this Power, ſuppoſed to be derived as WM - 


Wate 
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water in Pipes from the Fountain, or as the Spe- 
cies is propagated by Generation, or as Right to 
an Eſtate is convey'd by a Will, and conſequently 
deſtroy the Grounds of the Sufficiency of a Pre- 
ſumptive Title. And this will appear, if we con- 
ſder that the Sufficiency of a Preſumptive Title 
in general, to all the Ends and Purpoſes of God's 
inſtitution of Civil and Ecclefiaſtical Government, 
depends not upon any Warrant, either from Reaſon 
or Scripture, to ſubmit to the Adminiſtrations of 
thoſe, who (in our Adverſaries Notion) deriving 
all their Authority in the way of a Succeſſive Legiti- 
mate Conveyance, cannot without any probability be 
ſuppoſed, conſidering the unavoidable Intricacies, 
and perplexities in the Current of Human Affairs, 
to have any Authoritative Commiſſion; I ſay, the 
dulficiency of a Preſumptive Title, doth not con- 
iſt in the Opinion of the Reality of the Succeſſion, 
when, beſides that in general, upon the “ Princi- 
ple of Conveying Power, wiſibly reſiding in One de 
facto to Another, there is no juſt ground for ſuch 
an Opinion, in particular Caſes the Defects in this 
ſuppoſed Succeſſive Conveyance have been noto- 
rious ; but this Sufficiency ariſes from theſe Two 
Conſiderations. 1. That it is the Mill of Sod 
as to Civil Government, that Some ſhould bear 
Rule, and Others be in Subjection, and that for the 
Preſervation of civil Societies, this Relation ſhould 
continue to the End of the World. 2590, That it is 
the Mill of Chziſt as to his Church, that there 
ſhould be Paſtors and Flock to the End of the World; 
which two Notifications of God's Will are the 
Charters from whence Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority is derived. Now it is ſuppoſed thar if 


there ſhould be any Irregularities in the actuating 


the Conveyance of the Powers contained in theſe 
Charters, this doth not null or make void the 


— 


» Lay-Baptiſm Invalid. Append. pag. 144. 
Y Charters. 
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Charters. To explain my ſelf more clearly by 
the following Illuſtration. The Queen by Her 
Charter to the Corporation ſaith, Every Year 
ſuch a Day, ſuch perſons ſpall chooſe a Man thus quali, 
ed to be their Mayor, and the Recorder ſhall ſwear, 
and inveſt him. And I bereby grant bim thus choſen, 
ſuch and ſuch Power, and command him to do thus and 
thus. Here then 'tis plain, the Power arifeth im. 

enediately from the Charter. Now it is ſuppoſed 
that a Defect in any Circumſtance of Order doe 
not deſtroy the Charter. As if a Perſon this Year 
be irregularly Ele&ed or Inveſted, or both, yet 
ſuch a one is notwithſtanding a true Magiſtrate 
by the Charter, unleſs the Irregularity be ſuch 
that the Queen interpoſes, and requires a new 
regular Choice, or withdraws her Charter, and ſo 
diſſolves the Corporation. Or ſuppoſe Diſputes 
ſhould ariſe and continue undetermined this Year, 
and two different Parties ſhould ſet up two differen 
Mayors, yet whatſoever inconveniences may be oc- 
caſioned this Year, the Perſon duly elected and in- 
veſted next will be Authorized by tie Charter not- 
withſtanding the preceding Diſorders. 

The Application to the Caſe under Conſidera- 
tion is ſo very obvious, that I ſhall not enlarge. 
Upon the Whole then, this Ichink is very evident, 
That however valid the Argument of the Suffici 
ency of a Preſumptive Title be, when ſtated upon 
its true Grounds, viz. The Principle of All Power's 
being from God, which * Dr. Sherlock tells us with 

reſpe& to Civil Government, (and the Reaſon 
holds to Eccleſiaſtical) gives the eafieft and moſt in- 
relligible Account of its Original, and is the only way 
to pur an End to the ſeveral intricate and perplext Diſ- 
putes that have troubled the World, both in Religion and 
Politicks ; however valid I ſay this Title be, upon 


* 


theſe Grounds, it can be of no Service to thoſe, 


ſh _ _—_——— 
* 
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* Caſe of Allegiance, p. 3. 
; who 


by cho maintain the Neceſſity of Perſonal Succeſſion, 
Her in order to Convey Power, and conſequently, our 
n Adverſaries are unavoidably redue'd to this Dilem- 
Vi. „, eitber to give us their Hypotheſis, or to deny 
r, the Sufficiency of a Preſumptive Title, and ſo in 
en, Effect deſtroy all the Churches (and States too) in 
d the World at one Blow. . 5241191 Alm: 
in. 2. The Second Conceflion is, That a Man 
ed N ought to be 3ruly baptix d before he can be made a 
ves Prieſt, A Conceſſion ſo neceſſary and reaſonable, 
ar that Dr. * Hickes tellsſus, That ſhould a Perſon, 
et knowing himſelf to have no true Baptiſm, offer 
te * himſelf to take Holy Orders, he thinks he com- 
ch © mits a Piacular Sin as great as that of Corab, 
| «and if he ſhould take Holy Orders is bound as 
he expects forgiveneſs of God, to abdicate him- 


a Biſhop who admits thoſe whom he does, or may 
know to be ſuch,would be no leſs criminal. Indeed 


giving too great an Occaſion to ſerious Chriſt- 
ans to diſown and renounce Communion with 
ſuch a Miniſter. But to this I have ſpoken under 
tie Third Queſtion, and in my Reflection at the 
cloſe thereot have ſhewn how malignant a tenden- 
ey the Notion of the Abſolute Neceſſity of Epiſ- 
copal Ordination, and an Uninterrupted Succeſſi- 
on of ſuch Ordination to Valid Miniſterial Ad- 
miniſtrations, hath againſt the Being of the Church 
of England particularly, and upon how precarious 
a Foundation our Miniſtry ſtands according to 
this Principle. „ 

Indeed the Conſequences of this Opinion to the 
Confuſion of the Church of England, cannot be 
avoided but upon one of theſe two Conceſſions; 


Letter to the Author of Lay-Baptiſm Invalid. 
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e ſelf from the Prieſthood. And I ſuppoſe that 


ſuch a Practice would be highly Scandalous, as 


either that Baptiſm by a mere Lay-man is valid, or 
that Epiſcopal Ordination is not abſolutely neceſ- 


— fan 


: 0 
* LED 

1 * M 
3 


„ 


lary tothe Being of the Church: The litter gives 
up the Controverſy at once, the former places the 
Church upon ſo very !doubtful, if not falſe a Foun- Cha 

dation, that one would think all ſober: Chriſtians 
ſhould be cautious of laying fo vaſt a-ftreſs upon 
a Dogma. But as ſhocking, as this is, it being the Ny 


only refuge that theſe Succeſſion- Men have left; Ius 
muſt ſay to them as the | Author of Lay - Baptiſm In. lor 


valid does in another Caſe (viz. To the Charge 
brought againſt him for unchurching all the Fo- ma 
reign Churches) I cannot help it. 1:know of. no way 
for theſe Men to avoid this difficulty at preſent, but cot 
either to diſprove the notorious Matter of Fact, tru 
viz, That there are Numbers of private Chriſti- Nc 
ans, and Miniſters now in the Communion of the cel 
Church of England, that never received any but pa] 
Lay-Baptiſm (in theſe Men's Notions) or elſe to mi 


make both private Perſons and Miniſters ſenſible cot 
of the heinous Guile they have incurr'd, in pre- WM © 
fuming the former to receive, the latter to admini- ¶ vi 
ſter the Holy Sacrament, before they were Chri- el 
ſtians, and to perſuade them as they tender their ſet 
everlaſting Concerns, no longer ro continue in ¶ Di 


this State; and not only fo, but to repreſent to Ml © 
ſome of our Biſhops, the Inexcuſableneſs of their Ml © 
Crime in admitting thoſe to Holy Orders, whom 
they did, or might know never received Valid Bap- 
tiſm. And now were there no other Reaſons a- 
gainſt the Opinion of the Abſolute Neceſſity of 
an Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion, to the Being of the Church (as there are a- 
bundance antecedently from the Nature of the 
thing in its Repugnancy to the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God in the Government of the World, and 
the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel, of which 
anon) this laſt Conſideration I think, might be 
ſufficient with thoſe who have a due Reverence 


— 


+ Appe nd. pag. 125. 


{or 


for the Clergy of the Church of England to diſa- 
buſe them of this fond conceit, at leaſt thus much 
- Wl Charity, or Good Manners, or Both might teach them 
to be more ſuſpending and leſs Dogmarical in ad- 
1 Lvancing Notions, which if true, muſt charge 
: Numbers of the Clergy here in their Practice, di- 
Ivy deſtructive, of this Succeſſion, eicher of groſs 
- Ignorance, or wicked Diſſimulation. 1711144 

: 3. I proceed to the Third Conceſſion, which I 
make uſe of as Argumentum ad hominem ; it being 


' Wl ccanted, as far as J can learn, by all thoſe I am 
t Wl concerned with, viz. That a Man ought to be a 
» Wl tre Presbyter before he can be made à Biſhop, 
Now the Inconſiſtency of the Doctrine of the Ne- 
: Wl c:flity of an Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Epiſco« 
Wl pal Ordainers to the Being of the Church, with 
mis Conceſſion will appear by the following Ac- 
count of the Cale of the Scottiſh Biſhops in 1609, 


out of“ Biſhop Spotswood, King James having 
with great charge recovered the Biſhopricks in 
Seotland out of Lay-men's Hands; and deſigning to 
ſettle Epiſcopacy there, ſent for three of the Scotch 
Divines into England, to be conſecrated: here, 
That being conſecrated themſelves, they might 
© at their return give Ordination to thoſe at home. 
The Biſhops appointed by the King to be Conſe, 
; crators, were thoſe of London, Ely, and Bath, the 

two Archbiſhops of Canterbury and York, being omite 

ted to prevent any Jealouſies in the Church of 
- Stland, of an Intringement of their Privileges. 
A Queſtion (ſays my Hiſtorian) in the mean 
time was moved by Dr. Andrews Biſhap of Ely, 
- WW © touching the conſecration of the Scorriſh Biſhops, 
* who as he ſaid, mult firſt be Ordained Presby- 


go ” @ «ow — =D bend 


: ters, as having received no Ordination from a 
0 Biſnop. The Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, Dr. Ban- 

* croft, who was by, maintained, That thereof 
* Hiſtory of the Church of Soren l. 


1 „5 | there 
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76 The CAs Sg AHF Queſt. VII. 0. 
© there was no neceſſity, ſeeing where Biſhops 
could not be had, the Ordination given by Pres; 
cc. 2 n' ot itt 
byters muſt be eſteem'd lawful ; otherwiſe that 
it might be doubred if there were any lawful MW An 
«© Yocation in moſt of the Re formed Churches, 


| ee nd 
Here J obſerve, 1. That the Biſhops preſumed 10 
the Priefthood previoully neceſſary to the Epiſco- Wl for 
pal Function, for otherwiſe their whole Diſcourſe litt 


would have been impertinent. 2. That they ſup. 
poſe that to be an intolerable Aſſertion, which ftr 
condemns the Proteſtant Churches abroad, az 
having uo lawful Vocation. And therefore, 3dly, Con- kc 
clude Epiſcopal Ordination not abſolutely neceſſary Ml W. 
to the Being of the Church. And this upon as 
Solemn an Occaſion as can be imagin'd, viz. The 
Conſecration of Biſhops, who at their return home, H 
were to Ordain others, and at once to fix a Set of 
Biſhops in a Kingdom, from whom a Succeflion 
of Miniſters was to be derived to Poſterity, when 
certainly the greateſt caution ſhould have been WM 50 
uſed, not offendere in limine, that is, to proceed in of 
ſo weighty an Affair upon a rotten Foundation, WM tit 
Here then *tis plain, that our Adverſaries, notwith- ft. 
ſtanding their mighty Profeſſions of Zeal for the WM ju 
Church, and of ſtanding in the Good Old Ways, muſt WM m 


either diſſent from theſe Biſhops in the abovemen- V 
tioned three Points, or elſe give up their Succeſſi- x: 
on as irrecoverably loſt, conſidering the Num. WE 


bers of Epiſcopal Divines both in England and Ml «© 
Scet land, that came from theſe Scorch Biſhops. Ml o 
And now when ſuch Conſequences as theſe ſtare 5 
theſe Men in the Face, it highly concerns them MW 2 
to be very well aſſured of the ſtrength of their t 
Premiſes, and accordingly to be able ro produce c 
a Command of God in Scripture for the Uni- M e 
verſal, and Perpetual Neceſſity of Epiſcopal Or- ! 
q 


dination, and an Uninterrupted Succeſſion of ſuch 
Ordination, and this not Implicite, or as com- 
mented upon by the Practice of the Church, 0 
Pon ; the 
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ps te Bible is the Proteſtants Rule, and ozly Rule 
„ol Faith and Practice, but ſo expreſs and obvious, 
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as nl Verities, nor human Preſumptions for Divine 
N- Revelations ; as to advance and, obtrude upon the 
world for great Truths, Doctrines that carry their 
as own Confutation along with them. 1 
e I proceed now in further Examination of this 
c, WI Hypotheſis, to conſider it as built upon the Sup- 
o! Wl poſition of Ordination's, being annex d by a Poſitive 
n fitution of C hriſt to Biſhops. EL 
How far Epiſcopacy is of Divine Right, I refer 
n WF jou to Mr. Maſon, But that the inference 
n WH of our Adverſaries from Epiſcopal Ordina- 
v. tion's being a Divine Inſtitution to it's con- 
. WM fant and unchangeable Obligation is very un- 
e juſt, will be evident if we confider, that the 
ſt W moſt that is pretended to by any conſidering 
„Men, is, That this Inftitution is defign'd by Chriſt 
as a Means to preferve the Order, Peace and Uni- 
1. ty of the Church. Now Order is for the thing . 
0 Wl ordered ; and as in the State all Civil Conſtituti- 
ons are to be directed by, and terminate in the 
© Wl Salus Populi, i. e. the Good of the Community, 
and fo derive their Obligation in Subordination to 
' WF this Great End; fo in the Church, All Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Rules of Order and Decency are to be conſi- 
- WW dered in ſubſerviency to the Salus Eccheſiz, i. e. the 
f Edification of the Church, which is their General End, 
6 and from whence the Meaſures of their Obligation 


at chat he that runs may read and underſtand it. 
ul And till they can do this, they muſt give ſober 

ind confiderate Men leave to wonder at leaſt, that 
d thoſe who would engroſs the Title of Champions 
o- for the Church, and Chriſtianity, ſhould have fo 0 
ſe liale Modeſty or Prudence in a Philoſophical and an 
p- Rational Age as this is, wherein weak and indemon- i; 
ch ſtrable Propoſitions will not paſs for Supernatu- * 


Jy A Deferce, Vc, See Queſt. VI. 
& are 


73 F. Case F Gef. Vit 

are to be taken; and conſequently no ſuch ne, 
FCeſſity for the uſe of theſe. Means can, with 

any Reaſon, be urged, as ſhall interfere: with 
the ultimate End of their Inſtitution. For the 
fame God who is the God not of Confuſion but 
of Order, and therefore for the well-being, of hi 
Church, hath appointed particular Eccleſiaf;. 
cal Officers, to be the ordinary Aut horati ve Judges of 
the Fitneſs of Perſons for the Sacred Office of the 
| Miniſtry, and Miniſterially to Inve# them in it. 

I ſay, the {ame God, both in Nature and Scripture, 
hatch declar'd it to us, the Subozdination ang 
Subler viency of his Precepts to one another; and 
that when two Moral Duties come in Competition, 
ſo that Both cannot be performed, the greater Mo- 


ral Duty is to be choſlen. 
Much more when two Duties interfere with one 

another, the One Natural and Moral, the Other 

Poſitive, or the One of the End, the Other of the 


Means, to an orderly attainment of that End, the 


Greater, which is the natural and perpetually o- 
bliging Duty muſt be choſen: And therefore when 
the Providence of God ſhall, for Ends beſt 
known to it ſelt, by a particular Diſpoſition of Cir- 
cumſtances make the means of Order either naty- 
rally or morally unattainable, and ſo take away our 
Obligation to the Uſe of them, the other Duty of 
the End {till remains in force. I cannot better (nor 
I am ſure more advantageouſly, with reſpect to the 
Perſons I am chiefly concern'd with) explain my 
ſelf, than by citing what Mr. Thorndike * hath ſaid 
ypon this Particular. Speaking to the Caſe of the 
Reformed Churches abroad, who proceeded in that 
Affair without the Authority of Biſhops, in juſti- 
fication of them he proceeds upon this Principle of 
the Subordination of the Divine Precepts, © Where 
ſays he) © ſeveral things are commanded by God, 


| * Rights of the Church, P. 294. | | 
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« whereof the one is the means whereby the other 
& 5 attained, it is manifeſt that the chief Precept is: 
« that which commandeth the End, and that which 
« commandeth the Means ſubordinate to the other. 
« Now it is manifeſt that all Powers, and all Of- 
& fices endowed with the ſame in the Church, 
& are ordained by God, and enjoined the Church, 
5 tothe End, that good Order may be preſery'd 

& in the Church: And good Order is enjoined as 
the means to preſerve Unity, and the Unity of 
the Church is commanded, as the Being of that 
4 Society, whereby Chriſtians are edified both to 
the Knowledge and Exerciſe of Chriſtianicy — 
© Seeing then this Ed:fication is the End, for which 
© the Society of the Church ſubſiſteth, and all 
c Paſtors and Officers ordained as Means to procure 
© it, as it is Sacriledge to ſeek the End without the 
© Means, when Both are poſſible, fo I conceive 
© jt would be Sacriledge not to ſeek the End with- 
© our the Means, when Both are not —— And 
ge 297. he adds, © Beſides this main Reaſon in- 
„ cluded, in my Reſolution drawn from the Rank 
® of Precepts given by God, as theſe are, the ſame 
* may be concluded by this Conſequence. 
* whoſoever will conſider how many Ordinances 
* inſtituted by the Apoſtles have been totally abo- 
* liſhed, or very much changed by the neceſſity of 
Time, will not marvel to ſee their Authority 
“ maintain'd in the reſt of the Laws, wherewith 
they have regulated the Church wichout perpe- 
" tual Succeſſion, where it cannot be had, though 
© otherwiſe not to be aboliſhed without Sacri- 

Nothing can be more expreſs than what is here 
laid for the Temporary Nature of all Rules, concer- 
ming the External Polity of the Church, and their 
wbordination to their great ultimate End, which 
b the Churche's Edificaticn. The Author of Lay baptiſm 
valid, p. 175. allows of this Inference, from 
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do e CASE of Queſt, Vit 
12.7. I will bave Mercy and not Sacrifice, vir a 
That when a meer poſitive Inſtitution ſtands in the 
neceſſary Competition with a Moral Duty of ” 
© Natural Religion reinforc'd by Divine Reyela. un 
ce tion, then the mere Poſitive Inſtitution muſt * 
© give way to the Moral Duty for that Time and 
* Circumſtance. gs 

And here by the by, I would humbly recommend 
the foremention'd Text of Scripture, in its plain and 
obvious Senſe, to the ſerious Conſideration of thoſe, 
whom an extravagant well-meaning Zeal for the 
regular Oeconomy of Religion, or ſome worſe 
Reaſons, have engag'd in advancing the External 
Polity of the Chriſtian Religion, to the Deſtructi- 
on of the very Nature and Ends of its Inſtitution, 


| Now this Incompatibility between the End and Ml © 
the Means, may be occaſion'd ſeveral Ways. 1. 
When the attainment of the Means is Naturally or * 
Morally impoſſible, for Turpe & Honeſtum is impoſlible WM © 
in Law. Here the known Rule of the Catſuiſt WM © 
muſt take place, Nemo obligatur ad impoſſibile. N. 
one is obliged to an Impoſſibility. As to the Natural Im. \ 
poſſibility of attaining the Means now under con. a 
fideration, viz. Of Epiſcopal Ordination, there MI *© 
are | ſeveral poſſible Caſes, too many to be here Ml © 
recited. And for the Moral Impoſſibility hereof, MI © 
of this Experience of the Church in almoſt all Age Ml © 
and Parts of it, is a fad, but notorious Evidence. 
2. Another occaſion of the Repugnancy between l 
the Means and the End may be, when the Reaſons : 


or End of the Precept commanding the Means cea- 
ſeth: Tis an allowed Maxim, that * no Precept 


a , — * As : — 


* 


+ See the Caſe of the Spaniſh Prieſt in Mr. Maſon's Deſence, 
Oc. F. 22. Alſo Bp. Forbes Irenicum. p. 205, | 

* Ratio Juris, © Legiſlatoris conſilium is, the beſt Interpreter 

of the Law, ſaith Tully in his Orat. pro Cecina. Where he excel. 

Tently and largely proves, That the Reaſon of the Law is tle 

Law, and not the Wards, 

5 can 


can bind againſt the Reaſons of its Inſtitution and 
therefore the Conſequence from the Ceſſation of the 
End of any Precept, to the ceaſing of its Obligation is 
undeniable. Now the manifeſt End of this Inſti- 
mution of Chriſt (to give our Adverſaries the grea- 
teſt Scope) concerning Ordination, by ſuch par- 
ticular Eccleſiaſtical Officers, is for the Preſerya- 
tion of Order, Peace, and Unity, in Subordination 
and Subſerviency to the Edification of the Church. 
But now, in caſe the Wickedneſs of the Ordainers, 
taking occaſion from the ſuppoſed Command of Chriſt, 
ſhould cauſe this End to fail, by converting that 
which was inſtituted by Chriſt, as a Means for 
preſerving Order in Subordination tothe Churche's 
Edification, into the great Engine of Deſtruction 
to his Church, as in the Church of Rome, where 
none can be admitted to Ordination but upon 
notoriouſly ſinful Conditions; here the Obliga- 
tion to the Uſe of this Means muſt neceſſarily 
— 

[ proceed now to prove that the Failure of this 
Means does not infer the Ceſſation of the Obliga- 
tion to the Chief Duty, viz. Of Aſſembling in 


the publick Worſhip of God, under the Guidance 


of Paſtors. Or more plainly, That the failing of 
regular Ordination does not take away the Obli- 
gation of the Law of Chriſt, de Specie conſervand?, 
i.e, concerning the continuation of the Miniſtry, 
tothe End of the World. The Reſolution of the 
great Biſhop | Sanderſon, in a parallel Caſe, is very 
conſiderable. This Learned Caſuiſt tells us, 
© That the End of Civil Government, and of that 
© Obedience which is due to it, is the Safety and 
© Tranquility of Human Societies; and therefore 
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+ De Obligat. Conſe, Præl. 5 8 18 | 
1 What- 


«whatſoever is neceſſary and uſeful to this End; 
| os becomes our Duty. Rs Dog A DO; F 
Agreeably to this * Dr. Sherlock ſaith, ©. Thatif 
** the Preſervation of Human Society be the great 
F ultimate End of Government, and will juſtify 
*© what it makes neceſſary, nothing can be a Du- 
* ty, Which if univerſally obſerv'd, muſt unavoid- 
F ably in all ſuch Revolutions of Government, 
* deftroy Human Societies. 2323 
Now both theſe Obſervations being founded up 
on this great Truth ||, That every Society hath a Right 
and Obligation to preſerve and continue its Being, in or. 
der to attain the great and neceſſary Ends of its Conſtitu. 
tion, by a parity of Reaſon, I think I may add, 
with reſpe& to the Church, Thar if the Edification 
of the Church be the great ultimate End, for which 
the Society of the Church ſubſiſteth, and in ſub- 
ferviency to which all Paſtors and Officers are or- 
dained, and will juſtify what it makes neceſſary, 
nothing can be a Duty, which it univerſally and 
perpetnally obſerved, muſt unavoidably in ſome par- 
ticular Circumſtances of the Church deſtroy Eccleſ- 
aftical Societies. | 03: ; 
But I proceed, and from the unequal Neceſſity of ſpe 
regular Ordination, and of the Office of the Mi- the 
niftry to the Being of the Church, I argue 5. The Fp 
Office of the Miniſtry is of ſtanding Neceſſity to Neef 
the Being of the Church, whereas regular Ordi- Ch 
nation is but neceſſary to the well and orderly Be- Wc, 
ing of it, therefore a Failure of the latter infers not un 
a Ceſſation of the former. The Reaſon of the Con- 
ſequence is evident from Matter of Fact, in that WM 
God hath ſuffered his Church in all Ages, to fall HIM 
into Diſorders and Diſtempers, ſo as ſtill to pte- MW 
ferve its Being. Indeed, when we duly conſider hei 


me 1 8880 | — Wot 
* The Caſe of Alleigance, p. 40. 1 11 
rot. De Imperio Sum. Poteſtat. &c. Cap. X. 8. 3. | Pre 
+ it. Hooker's Eccl-fiaft. Polity, Lib. 3. §. 11. cg 
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de Neceſſity of the Miniſtry, and the Continua- 
tion of it to the End of the World on the one 
Hand, and the Mutability or Uncertainty of regu- 
ur Ordination on the other; no reaſonable Man 
can poſſibly imagine that the All- wiſe God, Who 
in the Conſtitution of the Material World, hath ſo 
juſtly proportion d the Cauſes to the deſign'd Ef- 
fects, ſhould have been ſo deficient in the Govern- 
ment of the Moral World, and in that part of it, 
which ſo nearly concerns his Glory, and the Sal- 
ration of Mankind, as inſeparably to affix a neceſſa- 
ry End, as that of the Miniſtry is by all granted 
to be, to one only variable uncertain Means, Viz, 
Epiſcopal Ordination, which I have ſhewn to be 
ſuch. ET 2 

And therefore our Adverſaries would do well, 
to conſider how great a Reflexion they neceſſarily 
caſt upon the All-Wiſe God, in advancing an Hy- 
potheſis, which debaſes his Wiſdom below the or- 
linary Prudence of a Man. Leaving this to the 
bober and deliberate Thoughts of thoſe well mean- 
rng, but ſtrangely deluded Men, who have had 
„the unhappineſs to be carried away wich ſome 
f ſpecious Arguments in favour of this wild Hypo- 
* Wl thefis of the abſolute and indiſpenſable Neceſſity of 
Epiſcopal Ordination, and an uninterrupted Suc- 


0 eeſſion of ſuch Ordination, to the Being of the 
- cChurch: I ſhall now ſum up what I have ſaid, in 
„ Confutation thereof, from the Subordination of Di- 
tine Precepts. 5 OL ai 

5 Be it then ſuppos'd, that the Form in the Law 


1 of Chriſt, concerning the Miniſtry, runs thus. 
| Men thus and thus qualified, ſha/l be Ordained by 
ſuch particular Perſons.] Under this are compre- 
hended Two Precept which have not the ſame Degree 
st Obligation as to the ſubject Matter. The Firſt 
n Order and Weight, is [ Men thus qualified ſhall 
reach the Word, Adminiſter the Holy Sacra- 

R faments, G.] The Second Subordinate and Sub- 
he „ © > ſervient 


ſervient is [They ſhall (ordinis gratia) be Ordained 
by ſuch and ſuch Perſons.] HE that is wilfully the 
1 Divider of theſe Two Conjunct Precepts, is guilty 
of Schiſm. Either the Man that will obtrude him. 
ſelf into the Sacred Office of the Miniſtry without 
regular Ordination, when it is both naturally and no- 
rally poſſible to be had: Or the Ordainers that will 
not Ordain the Orthodox, or otherwiſe well qua- 
lified Perſons, according to the Deſcription of the 
Law, but upon ſuch Conditions as are either not- 
riouſiy deſtructive of the Churches Edification, or 
apparently ſinful to thoſe who profeſs to have made 
the moſt impartial and diſpaſſionate Search after 
Truth, But ſeeing the Word Shall in the aforeſaid 
Precept does create a double Neceflity, but far un- 
equal, there ſhall be Preaching, &c. and there ſhall 
be Ordaining, &c. From this inequality it follows, 
that when the One ceaſeth, the Other does not 
therefore ceaſe. And ſo when Ordination cannot 
be had according to the Preſcription in the Law, 
the other perpetual Conſtitution, | Men thus qua- 
lified ſhall Preach the Word, adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, C.] which before was conjuntt, now re- 
maineth alone. And ſo the defect of regular Ordi- 
dation muſt be ſupply'd by the heft Means, that the 
Providence of God hath left to his Church. 
Indeed, there is one other Method recommended 
in ſuch an Emergency, and that is, To wait wit 
Patience for a new Revelation of God's Will. Mr. Claude, 
in his Defence of the Reformation, Part IV. Chap.l. 
p. 24. produces it as the Reſolution of a f Pi 
Aut bor in this Caſe, That “ when the Faithful 
** ſhould believe themſelves, out of a good Con- 
** ſcience, to ſeparate. themſelves negatively, they 
** ought not to form a Society, nor have any Pa- 
ſtors. But they ought to remain in that State witb- 
© 08 any Paſtors, aud without any External Worſhl), 


* 


+ Juſt Pre judices aint the N Chap. 7. p. "7. | 
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zn waiting until God extraordinarily raiſe up ſome with” 
a wjfible Characters of their Aiſſon. 
Dr. Hicks, in his Letter to the Autbor of Lay- 
Baptiſm Invalid, approves of this Piece of Caſuiſtry. 
cannot but declare my Conſent to what you 
© have written, p. 133. viz. That ſuppoſing it were, 
(as it is not) poſſible 65 the Church to be deprived at 
© once of all ber Biſhops, it would be our Duty, as well 
os Safety in that Deſtitution, to Wait and Pray, and 
© hope for a New Revelation of the Will of God, 
* ratber than to take upon our ſelves to make Bi- 
* ſhops, for which we have no Authority, _ 
As to what is here ſaid concerning the Duty of 
waiting for a New Revelation, &c. Mr. Claude has ful- 
ly diſcover'd the Vanity thereof, to whom I refer 
thoſe that deſire Satisfaction therein. But then 
Dr. Hickes and his Friend ſuppoſe that the Divine 
Veracity hath ſecur'd the Church from ſuch an 
Exigency, by the Promiſe, Matt. 28. 20. And lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the End of the World. 
Which they interpret as a Promiſe of Chriſt's Pre- 
ſence with the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors the 
Biſhops. But Dr. Whitby, according to the general 
denſe of Proteſtants, and agreeably to the plain 
Import of the Context, tells us, that“ Theſe 
Words contain a Promiſe of Chriſt's Preſence 
„ with, and Aſſiſtance of the Aliniſters of the Goſpel, 
throughout all Ages of the World. 

SO that every Miniſter of the Goſpel hath an In- 
tereſt in this Bleſſed Promiſe, which was made to 
them as they were, 1. By Preaching to convert Men 
to the Chriſtian Faith and Practice. 2. To take 
them into God's Holy Covenant and Church by 
Baptiſm. And 3. To teach them to obſerve all his 
Commands; but not to them conſider d only as 


2 


Ordainers and Governours. 


The Application of what hath been ſaid to the 


Reform'd Churches abroad, I ſuppofe none, who 


| have been the leaſt converſant in the Hiſtories of 


thoſe 
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thoſe Times, can be wanting in; but for others 
who may not have had theſe Opportunities of Infor- 
mation, I ſhall add what Mr.] Maſan hath ſaid to 
their Caſe, in Anſwer to his Adverſaries Queſtion, 
§. 22. ( © Why ſhould he [ Luther] preſume to 
©* Ordain, when there was ſuch ſtore of Biſhops? 
© Or why ſhould any one be fo new-fangled asto 
_<E receive it [Ordination] other ways. than in for: 
mer Ages?) We muſt, (ſays this Learned Author) 
*- conſider the difference of Times. For during 
| «the {way of Popery, Men being blinded with 
©'the Darkneſs thereof did ignorantly undertake 
Da corrupt Calling, which notwithſtanding the 
Corruption, did give them Authority to preach 
the Truth, though as yet it was not revealed | 

6 unto them, = 5 | „ OST 
But when the Light began to ſhine, and to 
& diſcover amongſt other Popiſb Impurities, the 
& Abomination of your Sacrificing Prieſthood, they 
* ,whole Eyes were open'd, could not with a 
good Conſcience receive Impoſition of Hands 
© from your Biſhops, becauſe they would Ordain 
* none but in a Popiſh Manner to a Popiſh Prieſthood, 
and with an Oath to maintain the Pope in his 
* Abuſes. For otherwiſe neither Luther would 
© have Ordained, nor learned Men received Ordina. 
= tion from him, or from any other but only from 

= vi Biſhops, - | 


1 — © And again, This Inconvenience (chat 

ff Presbyters ſhould Ordain) | ariſing from the De- 
1 fect of Order, which Biſhop * Forbes calls Defectus 0 
Oeconomicus quoad wiehjav, as diftinguiſh'd from De- 


fefins Eſſentialis| might be prevented, if the Par- 
cc : F 3. on Gale 7 5 . 

ties to be Ordained were not compell'd to pro- 
** miſe the upholding of evident Abuſes; for un- 


leſs that were required at their Hands, they 0 
= Mr. Maſon's Defence, Sc. | + Cann 


; * Jrenicumm, Lib, 2 Cap. 11. pag. 160. 
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« ſhops, Which now they are conftrained by a 
© certain Neceſſity both to ſeek. and receive from 
« then Miniftetse , : . „ IG ran we at dP 
Object. But it may be ſaid, Granting the Caſe 
if the Foreign Churches at the Reformation to 
be as here repreſented, and that they were under 
Neceſſity of uſing the beſt Means that could be 
tad in order to preſerve the Society of the Church, 
Why do they not now, or did they not before ſet up 
ppilcopacy, ſuppoſing they eſteem it in it ſelf the 
Beſt Form of Church Government? That is, 
Why do they not rectify thoſe Jucondeniences in 
me External Polity of the Church, which were 
occaſioned by the Neceſſity of the Times? 
Now beſides that this Query doth not properly 
concern the preſent Diſpute, the Reſolution of it 
muſt depend in à great meaſure upon a_ judicious 
Knowledge of the State of theſe Churches, which 
| cannot pretend to, and am apt to. think thoſe 
who are moſt cenſorious are leaſt furniſh'd with; 
However in Anſwer thereto, I ſhall ſubjoin in the 
Words. of others, who have better expreſs'd my 
ſenſe herein than I could do my felf, what I ſup- 
e will be ſatisfactory to reaſonable Men. 
Mr. + Thorndike has well reſolv'd this Caſe. © The 
„Church is neceflarily a Human tho' no Civil 
© Society, which we are commanded by God in 
* the firſt Place to entertain: And as there is no 
* Society of Men wherein a particular Member 
can prevail to ſettle ſuch Laws, and ſuch Order 
" 25 are propereſt [he does not ſay neceſſary] to 
the End of it, ſo muſt he live and dye out of 
the Communion of the Church, that ſtays till 
* he find a Church that maintains all that was 
Inſtituted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Where- 
" fore though that which they [the Reformed 


} Rights of the Church, pag. 299. | 
| — Churches 
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Churches abroad] have done contrary to the 
.* Apoſtles Order cannot be juſtify'd, yet there M 6 
, is reaſonable Preſumption that God excuſes it M t 
being no part of that which he hath commanded Ml it 
* all to believe to Salvation, or which he hath com. fi 
* manded particular Men to do. Becauſe the Publick WM E 
Order of theChurch is commanded to particular 1 is 
% Perſons, as Members of the Church, which can. Ml 
not be done without conſent of the whole, 
that is, of them that are able to conclude it, 
Beſides this we are to conſider all Rules con- 
cerning the External * Polity of the Church, 23 
Convenient or Inconvenient : And here the Obſerra. 
tion of the Neble Lord | Faulkland, upon another 
_ occaſion (viz. Againſt the Extirpation of Epil. 
copacy, notwithſtanding the many great Inconve. 
niences he at the ſame time declares it to be they 
attended with) is very conſiderable. ** Since al 
great Mutations in Government are dangerous 
(even where what is introduc'd by that Murati- 
on is ſuch, as would have been profitable upona 

ou * primary Foundation) and ſince the greateſt Dan. 
3 ger of Mutations is, that all the Dangers and 
Inconveniences that they may bring are not 
to be foreſeen ; no wiſe Man will undergo great 

* Danger bur for great Neceflity. 

And therefore till the Neceflicy of Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment can be madg appear to be ſuch, as ſhall 
preponderate all the Miſchiefs that may ariſe from 
ſuch a Change (and this we at a diſtance can be 
no proper Judges of, eſpecially conſidering how 
cloſely interwoven the Government of the Church 
is with the State) the above-mention'd Objection 
will be of no force. | | 

There is one Authority behind, which being 

very pertinent to my preſent Purpoſe, I muſt not 


* See Mr. Zooker's Eccleſiaſt. Polity. Queſt, V. 


+ Speech in the Houſe of Commons concerning Epiſcopac), 
in 1641. 


omit, 


Het, VII. Ordlination con ider d. 89 
ont, 4d that Biſhop * Andrews, in his Letters 


i Pete. Molinens. But before I cite the ' Paſſage, 
i may ror be improper to premiſe a Brief Hiſto- 
nicat Account of the Occaſion of this Epiſtolary 
Entercourſe, as there repreſented by Mr. Molinexs 
ig his Epiſtles. : 1 f . ö | 

It ſeems F Arnoux the Feſuit, the French King's 
Confeſſor, had publickly inveighed in a S ERM © N before 
the Ring, ag ain ſt the Confeſſion of the Proteſtants in 


France, and beſides, in another very Virulent Book, had 


with the moſt inſolent Malice condemn'd their Miniſtry 
and Church. This Book was preſently diſperſed all over 
the Country, and cry'd about the Streets to the great Scan- 
lal of abundance of good Chriſtians. Nay, ſo kind a 
Reception it met with among the Papiſts, that 


my Author ſays, That in the Space of Four Months it 
had no leſs than Nine Impreſſions. But this it ſeems 


was not the firſt time that the Devil and his Agents 
had made uſe of this Mighty Engine againſt Prote- 
ſtancy. For || before 2 his, the * and the Preſs, the 
Coart and the City Coffee-Houſes, had ecchoed to one ano- 
ther this ſort of Diſcourſe. BE Thee: 

Indeed this is the Topick that the gay Wits of the Age 
are continually ſporting themſelves with, (Here, ſays 
my * Author, in another Place) our Popiſh Adver- 
ſaries plume themſelves mightily, and in this Dueſtion 
emcerning the Lawfulneſs of our Miniſtry triumph over 
* with the moſt inſufferable Inſolence, talking of mus ac 
i Muſbrooms of Yeſterday's Ron and as Thieves and 
Robbers that entered not in by. 
the Sheepfold by tumultuary force. 


Cert 
” 


at 


* Opuſcula Poſthuma, Lond, 1629. 
I Molinez Epiſtola tertia, pag. 183. Ann. 1619. 
Curia platea, & ipſæ tonſtrina. | 5 
* Epiſtola prima. pag. 163. | 
+ Ut de fungis recens è terra prognatis, & tenebrionibus, &c, 
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ee 


cc 


cc 


„ ſame Faith, which is deliver'd by Chriſt in the I ,, 


And now it was high time to put a ſtop to this 


Torrent of impious Railery. Accordingly by w. 
the Order of the Synod of the French. Proteſtant Ml of 
Miniſters * Peter Molineus wrote a Book, De Ia . 
cation des Paſteurs, in Defence of the Miniſtry. ng @ 


In this, it ſeems, he had ſaid three Things that * 0 


heard had diſpleaſed K. James. | 1. That the Name; Ml * 
© Biſhop and Presbyter were uſed promiſcuouſy Ml. 
© in the New Teſtament. 2. That Biſhops and Ml © 


* 


only in Degree of Preheminence. 3. That the 
Epiſcopal Juriſdiction is not of Divine Right, Ml © 
nor an Article of Faith, but a Matter in which 
the Ancient Church uſed her Liberty and Pru- Ml © 
dence, judging the Preheminence of One to be Ml © 


c 


* 


cc 


more expedient for the preſerving Order and Ml © 
Peace, but that Churches differing in this Point Ml © 
© ſhould keep up Unity and Concord with on: Ml © 
*. another. E . 


Upon this Mr. Aolineus writes to Dr. Andrews, ll « 


then Biſhop of Eh, acknowledges what he had 


ſaid, but withall, tells him, that he had ſpoken very 


{| honourably of Epiſcopacy, and particularly of cc 
the Engliſh. And in his Second Epiſtle he ſays, ce 


I am not ſo ſuperciliouſly arrogant as to oppoſe Ml « 
* my ſelf to the whole 'Stream of Antiquity, and 

* decry a Form of Eccleſiaſtical Government as 1 
* unlawful, that was received in the Church in i 
the neareſt Ages to the Apoſtles. I always 
* thought that Churches living under different 
Forms of Eccleſiaſtical Regiment ſhould ſtill 
preſerve Unity and Concord among one ano- BW 4 
ther, as long as they agree in the Purity of the 


** Goſpel. 70 
res 

3 | 1 1 ET Or Wt, Mt Ec 
* EpiStola rertia. pag. 183. (id 

+ Epi ſtola prima. pag. 162. VE 
Epiſtola tertia. pag, 184. lir 


Thcre- 


Queſt, VII. Ordination con ſider d. 91 


Therefore he deſires the Biſhop would diſabuſe 


4 * * 


of him upon Account of his Book. 0 

Jo this the Biſhop anſwers. © As to reconci- 
© ling His Majeſty, he need not be ſolicitous a- 
© bout that, &c. And concludes in the Words I 


the King of any ill Opinion he might entertain 


© propoſed to cite. | | 
+ © Although our Church Government be of 
© Divine Right, it does not follow, either that 
i there is no Salvation, or that a Church cannot 
“ ſubſiſt without it. He muſt be blind, that does 
e not ſee there are Churches without this Form. 
* And he muſt be moſt inhumanly uncharitable 
* that denies them Salvation. We are none of 
* thoſe uncharitable Perſons : We put a wide dif- 
* ference between theſe two Things. There may 
be ſomething wanting which is of Divine Right 
in the External Government of the Church) fo 
* as to be conſiſtent with Salvation It is no 
* condemning a Thing to prefer a better before it. 
* Tis no condemning. your Church, to wiſh the 
Reduction of it to another Form more agreeable 
* to Antiquity, (that is) Ours: But this in Gop's 
* Time, and when the Circumſtances of your Church 
* will admit of it. | | 
I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with one Gene- 
ral Obſervation upon this Controverſie, which, as 
it is very obvious to, ſo I believe will be of Weight 


— 


6 


+ Si naſtra | Politia] juris di vini fit, inde non ſequitur vel 
quod fine ea ſalus non ſit, vel quod ſtare non poſſit Eccleſia, Cecus 
ht, qui non videat ſtantes fine ea Eocleſias. Ferreus fit, qui ſalutem 
ex neget, Nos non ſumus illi ferrei * Latum inter zita diſcrimen 
ponimus. Pote ſt abeſſe aliquid quod Juris Drvin: fit (in exteriore 
quidem regimine,) ut tamen ſubſet Salus. Non ef hoc damnare 
rem, melius illi aliquid anteponere. Non e hoc damnare veſtram 
Ecclefam, ad formam aliam que toti Antiquitati mag is CEA 
(id ef) ad noſtram revocare, Sed ubi DEUS dederit, RES 
VESTRE FERENT. Reſp. Epiſcopi ad Epitt, Secundam Mo- 


line, . 
N 2 with 


"the Ende of Qin 


Wich AM he judicious Chriſtians, viz. That if ene 
the Providence of God viſibly interpos di in rechtl. 
ling Differences, and making up Difiſions ig the 
Church, it has done fo in the Determination of th; 
diſtracting Controverſie concerning the Abſolut, 
and Indiſpenſable Neceflity of Epiſcopal Ordinz. 
tion, and an Uninterrupted Succeflion of ing 
Ordination, as is very apparent, if we go no fur. 
ther than the * Preſeſit State of the Church 
England. And therefore, however ſome Perſons 
may either out of Intereſt, or a ſtrong Deluſion 
advance Hypotheſes ſcemingly plauſible in the Th 
+9; and think to impoſe them upon the World for 
Divine Truths; Men of Senſe and Obſervation 
will be ready to interpret the Intricacies and Per. 
plexities in the Current of Human Affairs, asthe 
Deſign of Goy to check and baffle the Vain a 
well as Preſumptuous Attempts of thoſe who 
would confine his Actings to their i imaginary Scheme 
of Order and  Rogulariry.. 
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